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In the last decade, the notions of topic and focus have come to play an increasingly relevant role in
theoretical linguistics. Although these notions are often taken for granted, they are still poorly understood.
This study offers a detailed analysis of the precise definitions of these and related terms (theme, topic,
background, given information, focus, contrast, etc.) as well as of their combination into information
structures such as the topic-focus and background-focus articulations. It recommends pursuing a feature-
based typology of topics and argues against a dual nature of focus (i.e. presentational vs. contrastive).
Central questions addressed are the analysis of subjects in Spanish and English (DP vs NP and null vs.
preverbal vs. postverbal) and the nature of constructions such as topicalization, left-dislocation, and focus
preposing. Further, it is proposed that in Spanish information structure can be read off the syntax: while an
overt DP in the preverbal specifier subject position is interpreted as the topic in a topic-focus articulation,
one or more left-or right-dislocated phrases are interpreted as part of the background in background-
focus/focus-background structures.
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From reader reviews:

Juan Reynolds:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book The Syntax-Information Structure Interface:
Evidence from Spanish and English (Outstanding Dissertations in Linguistics) ended up being making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for
you. The reserve The Syntax-Information Structure Interface: Evidence from Spanish and English
(Outstanding Dissertations in Linguistics) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also
being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship with the book The Syntax-Information Structure Interface: Evidence from Spanish and
English (Outstanding Dissertations in Linguistics). You never experience lose out for everything when you
read some books.

Joel Connolly:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Syntax-Information Structure
Interface: Evidence from Spanish and English (Outstanding Dissertations in Linguistics) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Peter Mullins:

The Syntax-Information Structure Interface: Evidence from Spanish and English (Outstanding Dissertations
in Linguistics) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Syntax-Information Structure Interface:
Evidence from Spanish and English (Outstanding Dissertations in Linguistics) although doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Joseph Robison:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and



also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Syntax-Information Structure Interface: Evidence from
Spanish and English (Outstanding Dissertations in Linguistics) can make you experience more interested to
read.
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