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A generation before Walt Disney, Fred Thompson was the "boy-wonder" of American popular amusements.
At the turn of the 20th century, Thompson's entrepreneurial drive made him into an entertainment mogul
who helped to define the popular culture of his day. In thislively biography, cultural historian Woody
Register tells the remarkable story of Thompson and examines the transformation of commerce and
entertainment as American society moved into an era of mass marketing and large-scale corporate enterprise.
Register shows how Thompson got his start as a creator and promoter of carnival shows and world's fairs,
including the World's Columbian Exposition in 1893, and he traces Thompson's career as one of the
principal developers and promoters of Coney Island (where he built Luna Park) and other amusement parks.
Thompson built the mammoth Hippodrome Theater in Manhattan and mounted many productions there and
on Broadway, noted for their spectacular (and spectacularly costly) staging effects. Thompson aggressively
marketed to adult consumers aworld of make-believe and childlike play, crafting his own public image as
"the boy who never grew up." Register shows how strongly Thompson's fantasies appealed to the growing
legions of men and women who found themselves in aworld that seemed increasingly "businesslike," profit-
oriented, and regimented.

Colorful, well written, and insightful, The Kid of Coney Island bringsto life a kaleidoscopic erain New Y ork
history aswell as one of its most striking characters.
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From reader reviews:
Ronald Smith:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Kid of Coney Island: Fred
Thompson and the Rise of American Amusements will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or suitable book with you?

Suanne Barnwell:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for awhile isreading. That's
why, by reading areserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high.
For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular The Kid of Coney Island: Fred
Thompson and the Rise of American Amusements book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

Ronnie Chaney:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Do you redlize? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing video
games al day long. If you wish to try to find anew activity thisislook different you can read any book. Itis
really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book
The Kid of Coney Island: Fred Thompson and the Rise of American Amusementsit is extremely good to
read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mQOore very
easily to read this book from the smart phone. The priceis not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Maria Couch:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking The Kid of Coney Island:
Fred Thompson and the Rise of American Amusements that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for al of you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick The Kid of Coney Island: Fred Thompson and



the Rise of American Amusements become your current starter.
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