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Disputing the so-called ghetto studies that depicted the early part of the twentieth century as the nadir of
African American society, this thoughtful volume by Christopher Robert Reed investigates black life in turn-
of-the-century Chicago, revealing a vibrant community that grew and developed on Chicago’s South Side in
the early 1900s. Reed also explores the impact of the fifty thousand black southerners who streamed into the
city during the Great Migration of 1916–1918, effectively doubling Chicago’s African American population.
Those already residing in Chicago’s black neighborhoods had a lot in common with those who migrated,
Reed demonstrates, and the two groups became unified, building a broad community base able to face
discrimination and prejudice while contributing to Chicago’s growth and development.

Reed not only explains how Chicago’s African Americans openly competed with white people for jobs,
housing and an independent political voice but also examines the structure of the society migrants entered
and helped shape. Other topics include South Side housing, black politics and protest, the role of
institutionalized religion, the economic aspects of African American life,  the push for citizenship rights and
political power for African Americans, and the impact of World War I and the race riot of 1919. The first
comprehensive exploration of black life in turn-of-the-century Chicago beyond the mold of a ghetto
perspective, this revealing work demonstrates how the melding of migrants and residents allowed for the
building of a Black Metropolis in the 1920s.

2015 ISHS Superior Achievement Award
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From reader reviews:

Jeraldine Thurman:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important normally. The book Knock at the Door of Opportunity: Black Migration
to Chicago, 1900-1919 seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Knock at the Door of Opportunity:
Black Migration to Chicago, 1900-1919 is not only giving you more new information but also for being your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship together with the book Knock at the Door of Opportunity: Black Migration to Chicago, 1900-
1919. You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Leo Osborne:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Knock at the Door of Opportunity: Black Migration to
Chicago, 1900-1919 as the daily resource information.

Bruce Benedict:

Typically the book Knock at the Door of Opportunity: Black Migration to Chicago, 1900-1919 has a lot
associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was
authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This kind
of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Rebecca Kendrick:

Beside this kind of Knock at the Door of Opportunity: Black Migration to Chicago, 1900-1919 in your
phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge
you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Knock at the Door of Opportunity: Black Migration to Chicago, 1900-
1919 because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you
don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss it? Find this book along with read it from now!
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