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A national map of legalized gambling from 1963 would show one state, Nevada, with casino gambling and
no states with lotteries. Today's map shows eleven commercial casino states, most of them along the
Mississippi River, forty-two states with state-owned lotteries, and racetrack betting, slot-machine parlors,
charitable bingo, and Native American gambling halls flourishing throughout the nation. For the past twenty
years, the South has wrestled with gambling issues. In How the South Joined the Gambling Nation, Michael
Nelson and John Lyman Mason examine how modern southern state governments have decided whether to
adopt or prohibit casinos and lotteries. Nelson and Mason point out that although the South participated fully
in past gambling eras, it is the last region to join the modern movement embracing legalized gambling.
Despite the prevalence of wistful, romantic images of gambling on southern riverboats, the politically and
religiously conservative ideology of the modern South makes it difficult for states to toss their chips into the
pot.

The authors tell the story of the arrival or rejection of legalized gambling in seven southern
states—Mississippi, Louisiana, Tennessee, South Carolina, Georgia, Arkansas, and Alabama. The authors
suggest that some states chose to legalize gambling based on the examples of other nearby states, as when
Mississippi casinos spurred casino legalization in Louisiana and the Georgia lottery inspired lottery
campaigns in neighboring South Carolina, Alabama, and Tennessee. Also important was the influence of
Democratic policy entrepreneurs, such as Zell Miller in Georgia, Don Siegelman in Alabama, and Edwin
Edwards in Louisiana, who wanted to sell the idea of gambling in order to sell themselves to voters. At the
same time, each state had its own idiosyncrasies, such as certain provisions of their state constitutions
weighing heavily as a factor.

Nelson and Mason show that the story of gambling's spread in the South exemplifies the process of state
policy innovation. In exploring how southern states have weighed the moral and economic risk of legalizing
gambling, especially the political controversies that surround these discussions, Nelson and Mason employ a
suspenseful, fast-paced narrative that echoes the oftentimes hurried decisions made by state legislators.
Although each of these seven states fought a unique battle over gambling, taken together, these case studies
help tell the larger story of how the South—sometimes reluctantly, sometimes enthusiastically—decided to
join the gambling nation.
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From reader reviews:

Michele Stein:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular How the South Joined the Gambling
Nation: The Politics of State Policy Innovation book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Ronald Ybarra:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity
honestly, that is look different you can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book
that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book How the South Joined the
Gambling Nation: The Politics of State Policy Innovation it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot
of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book
from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Gloria Pruitt:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
your account is How the South Joined the Gambling Nation: The Politics of State Policy Innovation this
guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is
easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book
ideal all of you.

Jay Klein:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This How the South Joined the Gambling Nation: The
Politics of State Policy Innovation can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what



these guides have than the others?
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