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In amajor reassessment of African American culture, Phillip Brian Harper intervenes in the ongoing debate
about the “proper” depiction of black people. He advocates for African American aesthetic
abstractionism—a representational mode whereby an artwork, rather than striving for realist verisimilitude,
vigoroudly asserts its essentially artificial character. Maintaining that realist representation reaffirms the
very socia factsthat it might have been understood to challenge, Harper contends that abstractionism shows
up the actual constructedness of those facts, thereby subjecting them to critical scrutiny and making them
amenable to transformation.

Arguing against the need for “ positive” representations, Abstractionist Aesthetics displaces realism as the
primary mode of African American representational aesthetics, re-centers literature as a principal site of
African American cultural politics, and elevates experimental prose within the domain of African American
literature. Drawing on examples across a variety of artistic production, including the visual work of Fred
Wilson and Kara Walker, the music of Billie Holiday and Cecil Taylor, and the prose and verse writings of
Ntozake Shange, Alice Walker, and John Keene, this book poses urgent questions about how racial
blackness is made to assume certain social meanings. In the process, African American aesthetics are
upended, rendering abstractionism as the most powerful modality for Black representation.
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From reader reviews:
David Boggs:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Abstractionist Aesthetics: Artistic Form and Social Critique in African
American Culture (NYU Seriesin Socia and Cultural Analysis).

Joseph M oody:

This Abstractionist Aesthetics: Artistic Form and Socia Critique in African American Culture (NYU Series
in Social and Cultural Analysis) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin
your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. This
specific Abstractionist Aesthetics: Artistic Form and Socia Critique in African American Culture (NY U
Seriesin Social and Cultural Analysis) without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Abstractionist Aesthetics: Artistic Form and Social
Critique in African American Culture (NY U Seriesin Social and Cultural Analysis) can bring if you are and
not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop
even phone. This Abstractionist Aesthetics: Artistic Form and Socia Critique in African American Culture
(NYU Seriesin Social and Cultural Analysis) having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will
not really feel uninterested in reading.

Bryan Foxworth:

The reason why? Because this Abstractionist Aesthetics: Artistic Form and Social Critique in African
American Culture (NYU Seriesin Socia and Cultural Analysis) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So, it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot
of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If | were being you | will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Kenneth Porter:

Beside thiskind of Abstractionist Aesthetics: Artistic Form and Social Critique in African American Culture



(NYU Seriesin Social and Cultural Analysis) in your phone, it might give you away to get more close to the
new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got hereisfreshin the oven
so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Abstractionist Aesthetics: Artistic Form and Social Critique in African American Culture (NYU Seriesin
Socia and Cultural Analysis) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at
times have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have
thisin your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to missit? Find this book and read it from currently!
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