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The nation--particularly in Exodus and Numbers--is not an abstract concept but rather a grand character
whose history is fleshed out with remarkable literary power. In her innovative exploration of national
imagination in the Bible, Pardes highlights the textual manifestations of the metaphor, the many
anthropomorphisms by which a collective character named "Israel" springs to life. She explores the
representation of communal motives, hidden desires, collective anxieties, the drama and suspense embedded
in each phase of the nation's life: from birth in exile, to suckling in the wilderness, to a long process of
maturation that has no definite end. In the Bible, Pardes suggests, history and literature go hand in hand more
explicitly than in modern historiography, which is why the Bible serves as a paradigmatic case for examining
the narrative base of national constructions.

Pardes calls for a consideration of the Bible's penetrating renditions of national ambivalence. She reads the
rebellious conduct of the nation against the grain, probing the murmurings of the people, foregrounding their
critique of the official line. The Bible does not provide a homogeneous account of nation formation,
according to Pardes, but rather reveals points of tension between different perceptions of the nation's history
and destiny.

This fresh and beautifully rendered portrayal of the history of ancient Israel will be of vital interest to anyone
interested in the Bible, in the interrelations of literature and history, in nationhood, in feminist thought, and
in psychoanalysis.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Lindsey:

The reserve with title The Biography of Ancient Israel: National Narratives in the Bible (Contraversions:
Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) contains a lot of information that you can study it.
You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u
to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Amado Spieker:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you personally is The Biography of Ancient Israel: National Narratives in the Bible (Contraversions: Critical
Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) this guide consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.

Sherrie Smith:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This e-book The Biography of Ancient Israel: National Narratives in the Bible
(Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) was filled concerning science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy
to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Damian Woodward:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the The Biography of Ancient Israel: National Narratives in the Bible (Contraversions:
Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) when you required it?
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