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In this second of a planned five-volume series, David Roy provides a complete and annotated translation of
the famous Chin P'ing Mei, an anonymous sixteenth-century Chinese novel that focuses on the domestic life
of His-men Ch'ing, a corrupt, upwardly mobile merchant in a provincial town, who maintains a harem of six
wives and concubines. This work, known primarily for its erotic realism, is also a landmark in the
development of narrative art--not only from a specifically Chinese perspective but in a world-historical
context.

With the possible exception of The Tale of Genji (1010) and Don Quixote (1615), there is no earlier work of
prose fiction of equal sophistication in world literature. Although its importance in the history of Chinese
narrative has long been recognized, the technical virtuosity of the author, which is more reminiscent of the
Dickens of Bleak House, the Joyce of Ulysses, or the Nabokov of Lolita than anything in the earlier Chinese
fiction tradition, has not yet received adequate recognition. This is partly because all of the existing
European translations are either abridged or based on an inferior recension of the text. This translation and its
annotation aim to faithfully represent and elucidate all the rhetorical features of the original in its most
authentic form and thereby enable the Western reader to appreciate this Chinese masterpiece at its true
worth.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Perkins:

The book The Plum in the Golden Vase or, Chin P'ing Mei, Volume Two: The Rivals: 2 (Princeton Library
of Asian Translations) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must
we leave a good thing like a book The Plum in the Golden Vase or, Chin P'ing Mei, Volume Two: The
Rivals: 2 (Princeton Library of Asian Translations)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book The Plum in the Golden Vase or, Chin P'ing Mei, Volume Two: The Rivals: 2 (Princeton
Library of Asian Translations) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Dennis Simpson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this The Plum in the Golden Vase or, Chin P'ing Mei, Volume Two: The Rivals: 2 (Princeton Library of
Asian Translations), you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

June Weiss:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you also know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of
them are these claims The Plum in the Golden Vase or, Chin P'ing Mei, Volume Two: The Rivals: 2
(Princeton Library of Asian Translations).

Pearl Norris:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Plum in the Golden Vase or, Chin P'ing
Mei, Volume Two: The Rivals: 2 (Princeton Library of Asian Translations) to make your current reading is



interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to
make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside that the publication The Plum in the Golden
Vase or, Chin P'ing Mei, Volume Two: The Rivals: 2 (Princeton Library of Asian Translations) can to be
your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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