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In Perilous Fight, Stephen Budiansky tells the rousing story of the underdog coterie of American seamen and
their visionary secretary of the navy, who combined bravery and strategic innovation to hold off the
legendary Royal Navy.

Budiansky vividly demonstrates that far from an indecisive and unnecessary conflict—as historians have
long dismissed the War of 1812—this “forgotten war” had profound consequences that would change the
course of naval warfare, America’s place in the world, and the rules of international conflict forever. Never
again would the great powers challenge the young republic’s sovereignty in the aftermath of the stunning
performance of America’s navy and privateersmen in sea battles that ranged across half the globe. Their
brilliant hit-and-run tactics against a far mightier foe would pioneer concepts of “asymmetric warfare” that
would characterize the insurgency warfare of later centuries.

Above all, the War of 1812 would be the making of the United States Navy. Even as the war began, the
nation was bitterly divided over whether it should have a navy at all: Jeffersonian Republicans denounced
the idea as a dangerous expansion of government power, while Federalists insisted that America could never
protect its burgeoning seagoing commerce or command respect without a strong naval force. After the war,
Americans would never again doubt that their might, respect, and very survival depended upon a permanent
and professional navy.

Drawing extensively on diaries, letters, and personal accounts from both sides, Budiansky re-creates the
riveting encounters at sea in bloody clashes of cannonfire and swordplay; the intimate hopes and fears of
vainglorious captains and young seamen in search of adventure; and the behind-the-scenes political intrigue
and maneuvering in Washington and London. Throughout, Perilous Fight proves itself a gripping and
essential work of American naval history.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Armando Ceballos:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Perilous Fight book as this book offers
you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt
in it as you know.

Alma Hillyer:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Perilous Fight, you may enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Steven Simon:

Perilous Fight can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away
because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand,
bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing Perilous Fight however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader
the hottest and also based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Jordan Miller:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something
by book. Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Perilous Fight.
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