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Everybody knows about community festivals that celebrate the good ol’ days?events like Rattlesnake
Roundup, Peanut Days, and Mule Day. Countless towns around the South stage them. They set aside one
weekend ayear, rope off some parking, and celebrate some local theme on the courthouse lawn or in a
nearby pasture, touting lost days of imagined glory.

The phenomenon is rapidly proliferating across the region, but until now the deeper significance of these
hometown events has not been explored. In Ghost Dancing on the Cracker Circuit Rodger Brown takes the
reader on aroad trip across the South. He visits many festivals and unweaves their webs to find the meaning
that underlies them. Contrary to popular interpretation of them as times of celebration and fund-raising,
Brown discerns them to be times of mourning. Behind the scrim of jolly slideshows he find communities
responding to economic restructuring and cultural change.

As he travels across the South, he absorbs vivid impressions of boosterism and cornball symbolism. Along
this comical trail that he terms the “ cracker circuit” he perceives how these seasonal events are staged by
white sponsors attempting to resurrect a splendid past that actually never existed. He likens them to
legendary Indians “ ghost dancing” in ceremonial performances staged to conjure up alost paradise.

In chapters with such titles as “ Stuffing Sinin aLard Bucker” and “Aunt Bee's Death Certificate” Brown not
only sketches intriguing portraits of people and places but also makes fascinating revelations?the political
meaning of Green Acresand Gilligan'sldand , the real story behind the Hatfield and McCoy Feud, and the
surprising role of The Andy Griffith Show in contemporary southern mythography.

Brown'’s adventurous, good-natured inspection of this pervasive cultural curiosity discloses the state of the
South at the turn of the millennium.
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From reader reviews:
L atasha Sutterfield:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading books. It isagood choice for you but the problems coming to an individual is
you don't know what type you should start with. This Ghost Dancing on the Cracker Circuit: The Culture of
Festivalsin the American South is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Scottie Kelly:

The book untitled Ghost Dancing on the Cracker Circuit: The Culture of Festivalsin the American South is
the book that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown
to you. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a
lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirementsis
absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Ghost Dancing on the Cracker Circuit: The
Culture of Festivalsin the American South from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Gabrid Harris:

Beside this Ghost Dancing on the Cracker Circuit: The Culture of Festivalsin the American South in your
phone, it could give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Ghost Dancing on the Cracker Circuit: The Culture of
Festivalsin the American South because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have
book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to missit? Find this book and also read it from now!

Jose Enriquez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Ghost Dancing on the Cracker Circuit: The
Culture of Festivalsin the American South was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Ghost Dancing on the Cracker Circuit: The Culture of Festivalsin the American South has many kinds
or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. So, not at al of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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