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In Del OtroLado: Literacy and Migration across the U.S.-Mexico Border, author Susan V. Meyers draws on
her year-long ethnographic study in Mexico and the United States to analyze the literacy practices of
Mexican-origin students on both sides of the border.

Meyers begins by taking readers through the historical development of the rural Mexican town of
Villachuato. Through a series of case studies spanning the decades between the Mexican Revolution and the
modern-day village, Meyers explores the ever-widening gulf between the priorities of students and the ideals
of the public education system. As more and more of Villachuato’s families migrate in an effort to find work
in the wake of shifting transnational economic policies like NAFTA, the town’s public school teachers find
themselves frustrated by spiraling drop-out rates. Meyers discovers that students often consider the current
curriculum irrelevant and reject the established value systems of Mexico’s public schools. Meyers debunks
the longstanding myth that literacy is tied to economic development, arguing that a “literacy contract” model,
in which students participate in public education in exchange for access to increased earning potential, better
illustrates the situation in rural Mexico.

Meyers next explores literacy on the other side of the border, traveling to Marshalltown, Iowa, where many
former citizens of Villachuato have come to reside because of the availability of jobs for unskilled workers at
the huge Swift meat-packing plant there. Here she discovers that Mexican-origin families in the United
States often consider education a desirable end in itself rather than a means to an end. She argues that
migration has a catalyzing effect on literacy, particularly as Mexican migrant families tend to view education
as a desirable form of prestige.

Meyers reveals the history and policies that have shaped the literacy practices of Mexican-origin students,
and she raises important questions about not only the obligation of the United States to educate migrant
students, but also those students’ educational struggles and ways in which these difficulties can be overcome.
This transnational study is essential reading for scholars, students, educators and lawmakers interested in
shaping the future of educational policy.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Gregory:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Del Otro Lado:
Literacy and Migration across the U.S.-Mexico Border? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with
the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Janice Smith:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Del Otro Lado:
Literacy and Migration across the U.S.-Mexico Border book because book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Linda Livingston:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply
read you can spent all day every day to reading a publication. The book Del Otro Lado: Literacy and
Migration across the U.S.-Mexico Border it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Joseph Franson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Del Otro Lado: Literacy and Migration across the
U.S.-Mexico Border, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind
of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.
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