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A Nightmare on Elm Street. Halloween. Night of the Living Dead. These films have been indelibly stamped
on moviegoers’ psyches and are now considered seminal works of horror. Guiding readers along the twisted
paths between audience, auteur, and cultural history, author Kendall R. Phillips reveals the macabre visions
of these films’ directors in Dark Directions: Romero, Craven, Carpenter, and the Modern Horror Film.

Phillips begins by analyzing the works of George Romero, focusing on how the body is used cinematically to
reflect the duality between society and chaos, concluding that the unconstrained bodies of the Living Dead
films act as a critical intervention into social norms. Phillips then explores the shadowy worlds of director
Wes Craven. In his study of the films The Serpent and the Rainbow, Deadly Friend, Swamp Thing, Red Eye,
and Shocker, Phillips reveals Craven’s vision of technology as inherently dangerous in its ability to cross the
gossamer thresholds of the gothic. Finally, the volume traverses the desolate frontiers of iconic director John
Carpenter. Through an exploration of such works as Halloween, The Fog, and In the Mouth of Madness,
Phillips delves into the director’s representations of boundaries—and the haunting consequences for those
who cross them.

The first volume ever to address these three artists together, Dark Directions is a spine-tingling and thought-
provoking study of the horror genre. In analyzing the individual works of Romero, Craven, and Carpenter,
Phillips illuminates some of the darkest minds in horror cinema.
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From reader reviews:

Shelly Gomes:

The book Dark Directions: Romero, Craven, Carpenter, and the Modern Horror Film has a lot details on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Tammy Pursell:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Dark Directions: Romero, Craven, Carpenter, and the
Modern Horror Film why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Michael Trejo:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find reserve that need more time to be read. Dark Directions: Romero, Craven, Carpenter, and the Modern
Horror Film can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Darron Hiller:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The Dark
Directions: Romero, Craven, Carpenter, and the Modern Horror Film offer you a new experience in
examining a book.
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