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Details the transformation of Tamil literary culture that came with colonialism and the encounter with
Western modernity.

A true tour de force, this book documents the transformation of one Indian literature, Tamil, under the
impact of colonialism and Western modernity. While Tamil is a living language, it is also India’s second
oldest classical language next to Sanskrit, and has a literary history that goes back over two thousand years.
On the basis of extensive archival research, Sascha Ebeling tackles a host of issues pertinent to Tamil elite
literary production and consumption during the nineteenth century. These include the functioning and
decline of traditional systems in which poet-scholars were patronized by religious institutions, landowners,
and local kings; the anatomy of changes in textual practices, genres, styles, poetics, themes, tastes, and
audiences; and the role of literature in the politics of social reform, gender, and incipient nationalism. The
work concludes with a discussion of the most striking literary development of the time—the emergence of
the Tamil novel.

“Colonizing the Realm of Words is a major contribution to the study of Tamil literature … The book gives a
wonderful, detailed picture of the biographies, writings and contexts of some of the most important authors
in Tamil of the nineteenth century.” — Relegere: Studies in Religion and Reception

“…[Ebeling] provides a detailed philological study of the Tamil texts, especially the poetics of
Minatcicundaram Pillai and the Pulavars and the emergence of the Tamil novel. The transliterated Tamil
texts following the epilogue make this book valuable indeed.” — CHOICE

“This is a pathbreaking study of textual materials that have not been examined before in an English-language
publication. It fills a major gap in our understanding of nineteenth-century literary culture in South India
specifically and in India generally.” —Srilata Raman, author of Self-Surrender (Prapatti)to God in
?r?vai??avism: Tamil Cats and Sanskrit Monkeys

“This book is impeccably grounded in philological expertise, and the author displays mastery of the language
and the complex texts that he discusses. The entire book is conceived with great elegance.” — Indira
Viswanathan Peterson, coeditor of Tamil Geographies: Cultural Constructions of Space and Place in South
India

Sascha Ebeling is Assistant Professor of South Asian Languages and Civilizations at the University of
Chicago.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Kiser:

Here thing why this particular Colonizing the Realm of Words: The Transformation of Tamil Literature in
Nineteenth-Century South India (SUNY series in Hindu Studies) are different and trusted to be yours. First
of all reading a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Colonizing the Realm of Words: The Transformation of Tamil Literature in
Nineteenth-Century South India (SUNY series in Hindu Studies) giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with Colonizing the
Realm of Words: The Transformation of Tamil Literature in Nineteenth-Century South India (SUNY series
in Hindu Studies). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
paper book maybe the form of Colonizing the Realm of Words: The Transformation of Tamil Literature in
Nineteenth-Century South India (SUNY series in Hindu Studies) in e-book can be your alternative.

Margaretta Lee:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option
to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Colonizing the Realm of Words: The
Transformation of Tamil Literature in Nineteenth-Century South India (SUNY series in Hindu Studies) can
be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Heather Lanham:

Precisely why? Because this Colonizing the Realm of Words: The Transformation of Tamil Literature in
Nineteenth-Century South India (SUNY series in Hindu Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier
to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Sandra Leggett:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a



book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Colonizing the Realm of Words: The Transformation of Tamil Literature in Nineteenth-Century South India
(SUNY series in Hindu Studies) provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.
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