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America’s safety net is torn and tattered. Income inequality continues to grow—the gap between rich and
poor has expanded fivefold in the last 25 years. For millions of working families achieving basic middle
class comforts has begun to seem as distant a dream as winning the lottery. What is needed, and what veteran
organizer and ACORN founder Wade Rathke provides in this hard-hitting new book, is a comprehensive
grassroots strategy to create what he calls citizen wealth: an enduring foundation on which working people
can build a future that extends beyond paying next month’s rent.

Rathke shares breakthrough strategies that have enabled ACORN and other organizations help people secure
the basics of citizen wealth—a house and a decent income—offering from-the-trenches advice on mounting
successful living wage campaigns, battling unscrupulous and predatory lending practices, and developing
new forms of worker organizations to protect wages and benefits. The anti-poverty programs still out there
can provide critical support for citizen wealth-building efforts, but they’re woefully underutilized. Rathke
shows how to cut through government indifference and bureaucratic obstacles to provide those in need with
access to these vital resources.

But community organizations can’t do it alone. Rathke describes ACORN partnerships with HSBC Bank and
H & R Block that helped these businesses see building citizen wealth as a new market opportunity—a win
for them and for the people they once exploited. And he looks at other examples of strange bedfellows in the
fight for citizen wealth, including Citibank, once the target of massive protests by ACORN and now,
working with them, a major investor in working class communities.

“We need to create a national economic and political consensus that increasing family income, wealth and
assets is not `welfare’ or an entitlement ‘give-away” program but an investment in the public good and well-
being.” Rathke writes. Based on forty years of hard-won experience, Wade Rathke offers a new blueprint for
helping millions to achieve the American Dream.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Walsh:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want sense happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Citizen
Wealth: Winning the Campaign to Save Working Families is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Edgar Foley:

Citizen Wealth: Winning the Campaign to Save Working Families can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into delight arrangement in writing
Citizen Wealth: Winning the Campaign to Save Working Families yet doesn't forget the main level, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Robert Rooks:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Citizen Wealth: Winning the Campaign to Save
Working Families or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes Citizen Wealth: Winning the Campaign to Save Working Families to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Lawrence Pomerleau:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred
to as of book Citizen Wealth: Winning the Campaign to Save Working Families. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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