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With the nation at war in the 1940s, twenty-two-year-old Jack Valenti flew fifty-one combat missions as the
pilot of a B-25 attack bomber with the 12th Air Force based in Italy. In the 1960s, with the nation reeling
from the assassination of a beloved president and becoming embroiled in a far different kind of war in
Vietnam, he was in that fateful Dallas motorcade in 1963, flew back to Washington with the new president,
and for three years worked in the inner circle of the White House as special assistant to President Lyndon
Johnson. Then, for the next thirty-eight years, with American society and popular culture undergoing a
revolutionary transformation, Valenti was the public face of Hollywood in his capacity as head of the Motion
Picture Association of America.

Been there, done that, indeed. Texas-born and Harvard-educated, Valenti has led several lives, any one of
which could have provided ample material for an unforgettable memoir. As it is, This Time, This Place is the
gripping story of a man who saw the terrible face of war while fighting with skill and bravery for his
country; who was in the room, listening, participating, and remembering, as political decisions were made
that would benefit or devastate countless lives in this country and on the other side of the world; and who
championed the interest of the vast and globally influential movie industry with tenacity and vision. The list
of boldface names whom Valenti knew and with whom he worked is as varied as it is astonishing in number.
Aside
from LBJ, there were Jack and Bobby Kennedy, Kirk Douglas, Frank Sinatra, Robert McNamara, Jacqueline
Kennedy Onassis, Julia Roberts, Cary Grant, Lew Wasserman, Catherine Zeta-Jones, Jack Nicholson,
Michael Douglas, Warren Beatty, and Bill Clinton, to begin a very long list.

The life of a man who earned both the Distinguished Flying Cross and his own star on the Hollywood Walk
of Fame is inherently intriguing, but Valenti’s warm, sometimes rueful, always engaging account gives this
memoir a depth of humanity and a taste of life’s unpredictability that will linger long after you turn the final
page. From growing up poor but largely oblivious to that fact in a hardscrabble neighborhood of Greek and
Italian immigrants in Houston to rising to the highest summits both of national government and Hollywood,
This Time, This Place is a candid and clear-eyed reflection of the joys and sorrows, ambitions and
disappointments, of a life fully recognizable in its extraordinary variety. It is also a sweeping and important
historical record, written by a brilliantly successful man who helped to shape politics and entertainment in
the second half of the twentieth century, and who always found himself in the center of the current storm.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth McGrath:

Often the book This Time, This Place: My Life in War, the White House, and Hollywood has a lot info on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after perusing this book.

Marcos Gorman:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The This
Time, This Place: My Life in War, the White House, and Hollywood will give you a new experience in
reading a book.

Karen Wells:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book This Time, This Place: My Life in War, the White
House, and Hollywood was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book This Time,
This Place: My Life in War, the White House, and Hollywood has many kinds or category. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.

Doris Brown:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this This Time, This Place: My Life in War, the White House, and Hollywood can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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