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Throughout World War II, audiences in the United Kingdom craved entertainment, even during the country’s
darkest days. During this period, actor-manager Donald Wolfit and his theatre troupe toured Great Britain
and Europe—often at great risk. After the war, Wolfit broadened his tour, bringing his brand of
Shakespearean theatre to North American audiences. Wolfit believed that theatre should be accessible to
everyone, regardless of their socioeconomic origins. It was this quality above all that accounted for his huge
popularity throughout the fifteen years of his operation.

In Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit’s Shakespearean Productions 1937–1953, Laurence Raw looks at
this tenacious personality whose determination to serve the nation by performing Shakespeare inspired
audiences and fellow actors.  Drawing on a series of hitherto unpublished materials—including letters and
interviews—this part biography and part social history creates a vivid picture of what life was like for the
touring actor during WWII and beyond. Recreating twelve of Wolfit’s touring dates throughout Great Britain
and North America, this volume also demonstrates theatre’s importance as a source of mass entertainment
and education, as well as a propaganda tool.

Despite Wolfit’s popular appeal at the time, he was doomed to remain on the periphery of the theatrical
establishment. This book contends that Wolfit deserves to be recognized for his efforts in maintaining public
morale during times of stress. Theatre of the People will appeal not only to those interested in drama but also
to students and scholars of history and popular entertainment in the 1940s and 1950s.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Oneal:

The e-book untitled Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's Shakespearean Productions 1937-1953 is the
book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's Shakespearean
Productions 1937-1953 from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Irene Gwyn:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's
Shakespearean Productions 1937-1953 guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question
Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's Shakespearean Productions 1937-1953 as good book not just by the
cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its include, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Eunice Buckley:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's
Shakespearean Productions 1937-1953 was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's Shakespearean Productions 1937-1953 has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that
you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.

Sherri Ellison:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's
Shakespearean Productions 1937-1953 to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the publication Theatre of the People: Donald Wolfit's
Shakespearean Productions 1937-1953 can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and
confuse in what must you're doing of that time.
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