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Why are sport stars central to celebrity culture? What are the implications of their fame? Proceeding from a
broadly based discussion of heroism, fame and celebrity, Smart addresses a number of prominent modern
sports and sport stars, including Michael Jordan (basketball), David Beckham (football), Tiger Woods (golf),
Anna Kournikova and the Williams sisters (tennis). He analyses the development of modern sport in the UK
and USA, demonstrating the key economic and cultural factors that have contributed to the popularity of
sport stars, while examining issues such as race and gender, the impact of professionalization, growing
media coverage, the role of agents and the increasing presence of commercial corporations providing
sponsorship and endorsement contracts. This book situates the sport star as the embodiment of the various
tensions of age, class, race, gender and culture. It argues that sporting figures possess an increasingly rare
quality of authenticity that gives them the capacity to lift and inspire people. The book is a major
contribution to the sociology and culture of sport and celebrity.
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From reader reviews:

Cheri Whaley:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Sport Star: Modern Sport and the Cultural Economy of
Sporting Celebrity (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) can be very good book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Benjamin Hoffman:

The book The Sport Star: Modern Sport and the Cultural Economy of Sporting Celebrity (Published in
association with Theory, Culture & Society) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research prior
to write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Linda Sandoval:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Sport Star: Modern Sport and the Cultural Economy
of Sporting Celebrity (Published in association with Theory, Culture & Society) why because the excellent
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as
the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Samuel Ware:

Beside this The Sport Star: Modern Sport and the Cultural Economy of Sporting Celebrity (Published in
association with Theory, Culture & Society) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Sport Star: Modern Sport and the Cultural Economy of Sporting Celebrity (Published in association with
Theory, Culture & Society) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at
times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from now!
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