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Democracy is perhaps the defining characteristic of modern Western society, but even as late as the
nineteenth century it was often viewed with suspicion by many who saw it as akin to anarchy and mob rule.
It was not until the French and American revolutions of the eighteenth century that electoral democracy
began to gain momentum as a serious force, which was eventually to shape political discourse on a broad,
international scale. Taking as its focus the French Revolution, this book explores how the experience in
France influenced the emergence of electoral democracy, arguing - contrary to recent revisionist studies -
that it was indeed the progenitor of modern representative democracy. Rejecting the revisionist semiotic
approach to political culture; it instead adopts a definition emphasizing the shared values that govern
political behavior, arguing that the Revolution's essential contribution to modern political culture is its
concept of citizenship, embracing widespread political participation. In a broader sense, the book studies the
grass-roots democracy, focusing on participation in the primary and secondary electoral assemblies. It is
primarily concerned with electoral behavior and practices: how can we explain the electoral process and its
results? It analyzes electoral procedures and practices, and voter turnout, based on extensive quantitative
data. While focused on political history, this work also examines political sociology, giving careful attention
to the occupational composition of elected officials. While acknowledging the democratic shortcomings of
the French Revolution (the absence of political parties, electoral campaigns, and declared candidates), the
bookâ€™s comprehensive study of revolutionary elections concludes that, together with its American
counterpart, the French Revolution did indeed give birth to modern electoral democracy. As such, this book
is essential reading for historians, political scientists, sociologists and readers interested in the origin of
modern liberal democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Brandy Hagaman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The French Revolution and the Birth of Electoral Democracy. Try to
make the book The French Revolution and the Birth of Electoral Democracy as your pal. It means that it can
being your friend when you really feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Victoria Williams:

This The French Revolution and the Birth of Electoral Democracy book is not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This kind of The French Revolution and the Birth of Electoral Democracy without we realize teach
the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry The French Revolution
and the Birth of Electoral Democracy can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This The French Revolution and the
Birth of Electoral Democracy having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Annetta Doucette:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the publication untitled The French Revolution and the Birth of Electoral Democracy can be good
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Timothy Kahle:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The French Revolution and
the Birth of Electoral Democracy that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start



studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick The French Revolution and the Birth of Electoral
Democracy become your starter.
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