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In 2005 Margaret Jones Bolsterli learned that her great-great-grandfather was a free mulatto named Jordan
Chavis, who owned an antebellum plantation near Vicksburg, Mississippi. The news was a shock; Bolsterli
had heard about the plantation in family stories told during her Arkansas Delta childhood, but Chavis’s name
and race had never been mentioned. With further exploration Bolsterli found that when Chavis’s children
crossed the Mississippi River between 1859 and 1875 for exile in Arkansas, they passed into the white
world, leaving the family’s racial history completely behind.

Kaleidoscope is the story of this discovery, and it is the story, too, of the rise and fall of the Chavis fortunes
in Mississippi, from the family’s first appearance on a frontier farm in 1829 to ownership of over a thousand
acres and the slaves to work them by 1860. Bolsterli learns that in the 1850s, when all free colored people
were ordered to leave Mississippi or be enslaved, Jordan Chavis’s white neighbors successfully petitioned
the legislature to allow him to remain, unmolested, even as three of his sons and a daughter moved to
Arkansas and Illinois. She learns about the agility with which the old man balanced on a tightrope over chaos
to survive the war and then take advantage of the opportunities of newly awarded citizenship during
Reconstruction. The story ends with the family’s loss of everything in the 1870s, after one of the exiled sons
returns to Mississippi to serve in the Reconstruction legislature and a grandson attempts unsuccessfully to
retain possession of the land. In Kaleidoscope, long-silenced truths are revealed, inviting questions about
how attitudes toward race might have been different in the family and in America if the truth about this
situation and thousands of others like it could have been told before.
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From reader reviews:

William Duhon:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an
American Family Tree. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Michael Berube:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be read. Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an American Family Tree can be your answer given it can be
read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Michael Medellin:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you examine a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an American Family Tree provide you with a new experience in studying a
book.

Nancy Stever:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the
top checklist in your reading list will be Kaleidoscope: Redrawing an American Family Tree. This book and
that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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