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Today, one out of every three Americans uses some form of alternative medicine, either along with their
conventional (“standard,” “traditional”) medications or in place of them. One of the most controversial–as
well as one of the most popular–alternatives is homeopathy, a wholly Western invention brought to America
from Germany in 1827, nearly forty years before the discovery that germs cause disease. Homeopathy is a
therapy that uses minute doses of natural substances–minerals, such as mercury or phosphorus; various
plants, mushrooms, or bark; and insect, shellfish, and other animal products, such as Oscillococcinum. These
remedies mimic the symptoms of the sick person and are said to bring about relief by “entering” the body’s
“vital force.” Many homeopaths believe that the greater the dilution, the greater the medical benefit, even
though often not a single molecule of the original substance remains in the solution.
In Copeland’s Cure, Natalie Robins tells the fascinating story of homeopathy in this country; how it came to
be accepted because of the gentleness of its approach–Nathaniel Hawthorne and Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow were outspoken advocates, as were Louisa May Alcott, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and Daniel
Webster. We find out about the unusual war between alternative and conventional medicine that began in
1847, after the AMA banned homeopaths from membership even though their medical training was identical
to that of doctors practicing traditional medicine. We learn how homeopaths were increasingly considered
not to be “real” doctors, and how “real” doctors risked expulsion from the AMA if they even consulted with
a homeopath.

At the center of Copeland's Cure is Royal Samuel Copeland, the now-forgotten maverick senator from New
York who served from 1923 to 1938. Copeland was a student of both conventional and homeopathic
medicine, an eye surgeon who became president of the American Institute of Homeopathy, dean of the New
York Homeopathic Medical College, and health commissioner of New York City from 1918 to 1923 (he
instituted unique approaches to the deadly flu pandemic). We see how Copeland straddled the worlds of
politics (he befriended Calvin Coolidge, Herbert Hoover, and Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt, among others)
and medicine (as senator, he helped get rid of medical “diploma mills”). His crowning achievement was to
give homeopathy lasting legitimacy by including all its remedies in the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act of 1938.

Finally, the author brings the story of clashing medical beliefs into the present, and describes the role of
homeopathy today and how some of its practitioners are now adhering to the strictest standards of scientific
research–controlled, randomized, double-blind clinical studies.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Hoover:

The book Copeland's Cure: Homeopathy and the War Between Conventional and Alternative Medicine make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
studying a book Copeland's Cure: Homeopathy and the War Between Conventional and Alternative
Medicine for being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and
read a book Copeland's Cure: Homeopathy and the War Between Conventional and Alternative Medicine.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you
think about this book?

Lyle Morales:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Copeland's Cure:
Homeopathy and the War Between Conventional and Alternative Medicine. All type of book is it possible to
see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Alexander Ray:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
find the unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Copeland's Cure: Homeopathy and the War
Between Conventional and Alternative Medicine as the daily resource information.

Jenna Quintana:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Copeland's Cure: Homeopathy and the War Between Conventional and
Alternative Medicine was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how
big benefit from a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways
to get book you wanted.
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