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In the 1980s, Egypt witnessed a growing revival of religiosity among large sectors of the population,
including artists. Many pious stars retired from art, “repented” from “sinful” activities, and dedicated
themselves to worship, preaching, and charity. Their public conversions were influential in spreading piety to
the Egyptian upper class during the 1990s, which in turn enabled the development of pious markets for
leisure and art, thus facilitating the return of artists as veiled actresses or religiously committed performers.

Revisiting the story she began in “A Trade like Any Other”: Female Singers and Dancers in Egypt, Karin
van Nieuwkerk draws on extensive fieldwork among performers to offer a unique history of the religious
revival in Egypt through the lens of the performing arts. She highlights the narratives of celebrities who
retired in the 1980s and early 1990s, including their spiritual journeys and their influence on the “pietization”
of their fans, among whom are the wealthy, relatively secular, strata of Egyptian society. Van Nieuwkerk
then turns to the emergence of a polemic public sphere in which secularists and Islamists debated Islam, art,
and gender in the 1990s. Finally, she analyzes the Islamist project of “art with a mission” and the
development of Islamic aesthetics, questioning whether the outcome has been to Islamize popular art or
rather to popularize Islam. The result is an intimate thirty-year history of two spheres that have tremendous
importance for Egypt—art production and piety.
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From reader reviews:

John White:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Performing Piety: Singers and Actors in Egypt's Islamic Revival.

Drew Poland:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Performing Piety: Singers and Actors
in Egypt's Islamic Revival is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Ryan Parker:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Performing Piety: Singers and Actors in Egypt's
Islamic Revival as your daily resource information.

Wayne McKnight:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to help year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book Performing Piety: Singers and Actors in Egypt's Islamic Revival we can consider more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Performing
Piety: Singers and Actors in Egypt's Islamic Revival. You can more inviting than now.
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