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Contemporary notions of friendship regularly place it in the private sphere, associated with feminized forms
of sympathy and affection. As Ivy Schweitzer explains, however, this perception leads to a misunderstanding
of American history. In an exploration of early American literature and culture, Schweitzer uncovers
friendships built on a classical model that is both public and political in nature.

Schweitzer begins with Aristotle's ideal of "perfect" friendship that positions freely chosen relationships
among equals as the highest realization of ethical, social, and political bonds. Evidence in works by John
Winthrop, Hannah Foster, James Fenimore Cooper, and Catharine Sedgwick confirms that this classical
model shaped early American concepts of friendship and, thus, democracy. Schweitzer argues that
recognizing the centrality of friendship as a cultural institution is critical to understanding the rationales for
consolidating power among white males in the young nation. She also demonstrates how women, nonelite
groups, and minorities have appropriated and redefined the discourse of perfect friendship, making equality
its result rather than its requirement. By recovering the public nature of friendship, Schweitzer establishes
discourse about affection and affiliation as a central component of American identity and democratic
community.
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From reader reviews:

Barbra Poole:

The book Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American Literature gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American Literature to become
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several
or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a guide Perfecting Friendship: Politics
and Affiliation in Early American Literature. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Ira Atwood:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Perfecting Friendship: Politics and
Affiliation in Early American Literature. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for
the internet methods or other social media.

Damian Woodward:

This Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American Literature are reliable for you who
want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Perfecting Friendship: Politics and
Affiliation in Early American Literature can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your
before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Perfecting Friendship: Politics and
Affiliation in Early American Literature forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Richard Dike:

The book with title Perfecting Friendship: Politics and Affiliation in Early American Literature includes a lot
of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.
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