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"You can't walk straight on a crooked line. You do you'll break your leg. How can you walk straight in a
crooked system?"

Lewis Michaux was born to do things his own way. When a white banker told him to sell fried chicken, not
books, because "Negroes don’t read," Lewis took five books and one hundred dollars and built a bookstore.
It soon became the intellectual center of Harlem, a refuge for everyone from Muhammad Ali to Malcolm X.

In No Crystal Stair, Coretta Scott King Award-winning author Vaunda Micheaux Nelson combines
meticulous research with a storyteller's flair to document the life and times of her great-uncle Lewis
Michaux, an extraordinary literacy pioneer of the Civil Rights era.

"My life was no crystal stair, far from it. But I'm taking my leave with some pride. It tickles me to know that
those folks who said I could never sell books to black people are eating crow. I'd say my seeds grew pretty
damn well. And not just the book business. It's the more important business of moving our people forward
that has real meaning."
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From reader reviews:

Rita Hackett:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for all of us. The book No Crystal Stair: A Documentary Novel of the Life and Work
of Lewis Michaux, Harlem Bookseller (Fiction - Young Adult) has been making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve No
Crystal Stair: A Documentary Novel of the Life and Work of Lewis Michaux, Harlem Bookseller (Fiction -
Young Adult) is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
together with the book No Crystal Stair: A Documentary Novel of the Life and Work of Lewis Michaux,
Harlem Bookseller (Fiction - Young Adult). You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Linda Spaulding:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this No Crystal Stair: A Documentary Novel
of the Life and Work of Lewis Michaux, Harlem Bookseller (Fiction - Young Adult) book as this book offers
you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Jennifer Bell:

The book with title No Crystal Stair: A Documentary Novel of the Life and Work of Lewis Michaux, Harlem
Bookseller (Fiction - Young Adult) posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a
lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-
book represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the
e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Monique Hightower:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be learn. No Crystal Stair: A Documentary Novel of the Life and Work of Lewis
Michaux, Harlem Bookseller (Fiction - Young Adult) can be your answer since it can be read by you who
have those short time problems.
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