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Understanding the origins of business is fundamental to grasping modern life, yet most historians look only
to the nineteenth century to build their narratives. While the industrial revolution profoundly remade
business practice and established much of the corporate organization we recognize today, the sweep of
business history actually begins much earlier, with the initial cities of Mesopotamia. Traveling back to this
society of ancient traders and consumers, Keith Roberts recasts the rise of modern business, exposing the
flaws inherent in dominant histories and the parallels between early and modern business practice.

Roberts's fascinating narrative begins five thousand years ago in the Middle East. Explaining why prehistoric
tribes had no "business," he describes the lack of material conditions and conceptual framework that made
such an interchange impossible. Roberts then locates the origins of business in the long distance trade of
ancient Mesopotamia, especially through slave trading, retailing, and financing, and maps the rise of modern
models of currency, markets, and business in Greece, along with the emergence of banking, mercenaries, and
reliable small coinage. The conquests of Alexander the Great brought these advances to the Mediterranean
world and the Middle East. Agribusiness took root, and the Romans developed public contracting,
corporations, and even shopping malls. Roberts concludes with the mysterious, virtual disappearance of
business in the third century A.D. Each of his chapters vividly portrays the major types of business that
thrived in a certain era and the status, wealth, and treatment of business owners, managers, and workers. The
narrative throughout sustains a focus on issues of business morality, the nature of wealth, the role of finance,
and the development of public institutions shaping business possibilities. In extent and content, Roberts's
research is unparalleled, forming an absorbing account of a long neglected history.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Lyon:

Here thing why this The Origins of Business, Money, and Markets (Columbia Business School Publishing)
are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the
content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Origins of Business, Money, and Markets
(Columbia Business School Publishing) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find
any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Origins of Business, Money, and Markets
(Columbia Business School Publishing). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Origins of Business, Money, and Markets (Columbia
Business School Publishing) in e-book can be your alternate.

Reinaldo Downs:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. The Origins of Business, Money, and Markets (Columbia Business School Publishing)
can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Scott Harrington:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you personally is The Origins of Business, Money, and Markets (Columbia Business School Publishing) this
publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all
of you.

Minnie Weiner:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The Origins of Business, Money, and Markets (Columbia Business School Publishing). You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make
an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from



one location to other place.
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