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South Carolina Fire-Eater is the first book-length biography of Laurence Massillon Keitt, one of South
Carolina s most notorious advocates of secession and apologists for African American savery. A politician
who wanted to be a statesman, a Hotspur who wanted to be a distinguished military leader, Keitt wasaU. S.
congressman in the 1850s, signed the Ordinance of Secession, and represented his rebellious state in the
Confederate Congress in 1861. Through this thoroughly researched volume, Holt Merchant offers a
comprehensive history of an important South Carolina figure.

As acongressman, Keitt was responsible for no legidation of any significance, but he was in the midst of
every southern crusade to assert its “rights’: to make Kansas a slave state, to annex Cuba, and to enact a
territorial slave code. In a generation of politicians famous for fiery rhetoric, Keitt was among the most
provocative southerners. His speeches in Congress and on the stump vituperated “Black Republicans’ and
were filled with references to medieval knight errantry, “lance couched, helmet on, visor down,” and threats
to “split the Federal temple from turret to foundation stone.”

His conception of personal honor and his hot temper frequently landed him in trouble in and out of public
view. He acted as “fender off” in May 1855 when his fellow representative Preston Brooks caned Charles
Sumner on the Senate floor. In 1858 he instigated a brawl on the floor of the House of Representatives that
involved some three dozen congressmen. Amid the chaos of his personal brand of politics, Keitt found time
to woo and wed a beautiful, intelligent, and politically astute plantation belle who after his death restored the
family fortune and worked to embellish her late husband’ s place in history.

After Abraham Lincoln was elected president, Keitt and the rest of the South Carolina del egation resigned
their seatsin Congress. He then negotiated unsuccessfully the surrender of Fort Sumter with lame-duck
president James Buchanan, played a major role in the December 1860 Secession Convention that led his state
out of the Union, and a lesser role in the convention that formed the Confederacy. Bored with his position as
amember of the Confederate Congress, Keitt resigned his seat and raised the 20th South Carolina Infantry.

Keitt spent most of the war defending Charleston Harbor, sometime commanding Battery Wagner, the site of
the July 18, 1863, assault by the 54th Massachusetts Regiment of African American troops, made famous by
the movie Glory. Keitt took command the day after that battle and was the last man out of the battery when
his troops abandoned it in September 1863. In May 1864, his regiment joined the Army of Northern Virginia
and Keitt took command of Kershaw’s Brigade. Inexperienced in leading troops on the battlefield he
launched a head-long attack on entrenched Federal cavalry in the June 1, 1864, Battle of Cold Harbor. Keitt
was mortally wounded advancing in the vanguard of his brigade. With that last act of bravado, Keitt
distinguished himself. He was among the few fire-eater politiciansto servein the military and was likely the
only one to perish in combat defending the Confederacy.

i Download South Carolina Fire-Eater: The Life of Laurence Massill ...pdf

@ Read Online South Carolina Fire-Eater: The Life of Laurence Massi ...pdf



http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B00JBN524Q
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B00JBN524Q
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B00JBN524Q
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B00JBN524Q
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B00JBN524Q
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B00JBN524Q
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B00JBN524Q
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B00JBN524Q

Download and Read Free Online South Carolina Fire-Eater: The Life of Laurence Massillion K eitt,
1824-1864 Holt M er chant



Download and Read Free Online South Carolina Fire-Eater: The Life of Laurence Massillion K eitt,
1824-1864 Holt M er chant

From reader reviews:
Susan Rooks:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping South Carolina Fire-Eater: The
Life of Laurence Massillion Keitt, 1824-1864 that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading practice only for the geeky man but for al of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for
every you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick South Carolina Fire-Eater:
The Life of Laurence Massillion Keitt, 1824-1864 become your own personal starter.

Nancy Samuel:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short timeto read it because all of thistime you only find book that need
more time to be go through. South Carolina Fire-Eater: The Life of Laurence Massillion Keitt, 1824-1864
can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Gregory Phipps:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you read
abook you can get alot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read.
If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The South
Carolina Fire-Eater: The Life of Laurence Massillion Keitt, 1824-1864 will give you new experiencein
examining a book.

Jimmy Miller:

Beside that South Carolina Fire-Eater: The Life of Laurence Massillion Keitt, 1824-1864 in your phone, it
could possibly give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have South Carolina Fire-Eater: The Life of Laurence
Massillion Keitt, 1824-1864 because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often
have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have
thisin your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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