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Fascinating look at the challenges faced by John F. Kennedy and Barack Obama in their quests to win the
presidency.

Political analysts and journalists often draw analogies between John F. Kennedy, the first Catholic Irish
president, and Barack Obama, the first African American president. Their election to the nation’s highest
office was historic, but for reasons not fully appreciated. In John F. Kennedy, Barack Obama, and the
Politics of Ethnic Incorporation and Avoidance, Robert C. Smith provides a fascinating comparison of the
challenges both men faced in their bid for the presidency, while at the same time providing comparative
histories of the Catholic Irish and African American struggles to overcome racial and religious subordination
in America. Kennedy’s Catholicism was an explicit issue in the 1960 election, and once elected he was
extremely careful to avoid appearing either “too Irish” or “too Catholic.” While Obama’s race was not an
explicit issue in the 2008 election, he was just as careful to avoid appearing “too black.” Paradoxically
religion—thanks to rumors and lies about whether Obama was a Muslim—became a substitute for race,
allowing Republican strategists to “otherize” Obama by raising the issue of religion in the context of national
security and terrorism.

“Smith provides an important comparative and historical assessment of the elections of John Kennedy and
Barack Obama.” — CHOICE

“This book is a major contribution to the study of the presidency and ethnic, religious, and race relations.
The scholarship is careful, nuanced, discerning, and learned.” — Randall Kennedy, author of The
Persistence of the Color Line: Racial Politics and the Obama Presidency

Robert C. Smith is Professor of Political Science at San Francisco State University. He is the author of
several books, including Conservatism and Racism, and Why in America They Are the Same; African
American Leadership (with Ronald W. Walters); We Have No Leaders: African Americans in the Post-Civil
Rights Era; Racism in the Post-Civil Rights Era: Now You See It, Now You Don’t; and Race, Class, and
Culture: A Study in Afro-American Mass Opinion (with Richard Seltzer), all published by SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Pam Wright:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book John F. Kennedy, Barack Obama, and the Politics of Ethnic
Incorporation and Avoidance (SUNY series in African American Studies). You can choose the best book if
you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book John F. Kennedy, Barack
Obama, and the Politics of Ethnic Incorporation and Avoidance (SUNY series in African American Studies).
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a
book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's read.

Wayne Martin:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled John
F. Kennedy, Barack Obama, and the Politics of Ethnic Incorporation and Avoidance (SUNY series in
African American Studies) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word
written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just
before. The John F. Kennedy, Barack Obama, and the Politics of Ethnic Incorporation and Avoidance
(SUNY series in African American Studies) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do
you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Claudia Chittum:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
in addition native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around
the world. By the book John F. Kennedy, Barack Obama, and the Politics of Ethnic Incorporation and
Avoidance (SUNY series in African American Studies) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book John F. Kennedy, Barack
Obama, and the Politics of Ethnic Incorporation and Avoidance (SUNY series in African American Studies).
You can more appealing than now.

Rebecca McGrew:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea



when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book John F. Kennedy, Barack Obama,
and the Politics of Ethnic Incorporation and Avoidance (SUNY series in African American Studies) to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and
reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the
book John F. Kennedy, Barack Obama, and the Politics of Ethnic Incorporation and Avoidance (SUNY
series in African American Studies) can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of that time.
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