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Explores rabbinic views of Ishmael, the biblical figure seen asthefirst Arab.

Ishmael on the Border is an in-depth study of the rabbinic treatment of Abraham’ s firstborn son, Ishmael.
This book examines Ishmael’ s conflicted portrayal over athousand-year period and traces the shifts and
nuances in his representation within the Jewish tradition before and after the emergence of Islam.

In classical rabbinic texts, Ishmael is depicted in avariety of ways. By examining the biblical account of
Ishmael’ s life, Carol Bakhos pointsto the tension between his membership in and expulsion from Abraham’s
household—on the one hand he is circumcised with Abraham, yet on the other, because of divine favor, his
brother supplants him as primogenitor. The rabbis address hisliminal statusin avariety of ways. Like Esau,
he is often depicted in antipodal terms. He is Israel’ s “ Other.” Y et, Bakhos notes, the emergence of Islam
and the changing ethnic, religious, and political landscape of the Near East in the seventh century affected
later, medieval rabbinic depictions of Ishmael, whereby he becomes the symbol of Islam and the eponymous
prototype of Arabs. With thisinquiry into the rabbinic portrayal of Ishmael, the book confronts the
interfacing of history and hermeneutics and the ways in which the rabbis inhabited aworld of intertwined
political, social, and theological forces.

Carol Bakhosis Professor of Late Antique Judaism at the University of Californiaat Los Angeles and isthe
editor of Ancient Judaism in its Hellenistic Context.
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From reader reviews:
Gregory Holloman:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Ishmael on the Border: Rabbinic
Portrayals of the First Arab (SUNY seriesin Judaica: Hermeneutics, Mysticism, and Religion) iskind of
publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Jose Wilson:

The publication untitled Ishmael on the Border: Rabbinic Portrayals of the First Arab (SUNY seriesin
Judaica: Hermeneutics, Mysticism, and Religion) is the publication that recommended to you you just read.
Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use
to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of investigation when write
the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get
the e-book of Ishmael on the Border: Rabbinic Portrayals of the First Arab (SUNY seriesin Judaica:
Hermeneutics, Mysticism, and Religion) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Victor Green:

Y ou may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Ishmael on the Border: Rabbinic Portrayals
of the First Arab (SUNY seriesin Judaica: Hermeneutics, Mysticism, and Religion) is simple to deliver you
canread it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring
typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save
the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Bessie Kr aft:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. With
this modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. Y ou can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Ishmael on the Border: Rabbinic Portrayals of the First Arab (SUNY seriesin Judaica:
Hermeneutics, Mysticism, and Religion) when you desired it?
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