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The Battle of Monocacy, which took place on the blisteringly hot day of July 9, 1864, is one of the Civil
War’s most significant yet little-known battles. What played out that day in the corn and wheat fields four
miles south of Frederick, Maryland., was a full-field engagement between some 12,000 battle-hardened
Confederate troops led by the controversial Jubal Anderson Early, and some 5,800 Union troops, many of
them untested in battle, under the mercurial Lew Wallace, the future author of Ben-Hur. When the fighting
ended, some 1,300 Union troops were dead, wounded or missing or had been taken prisoner, and Early---
who suffered some 800 casualties---had routed Wallace in the northernmost Confederate victory of the war.

Two days later, on another brutally hot afternoon, Monday, July 11, 1864, the foul-mouthed, hard-drinking
Early sat astride his horse outside the gates of Fort Stevens in the upper northwestern fringe of Washington,
D.C. He was about to make one of the war’s most fateful, portentous decisions: whether or not to order his

men to invade the nation’ s capital.

Early had been on the march since June 13, when Robert E. Lee ordered him to take an entire corps of men
from their Richmond-area encampment and wreak havoc on Y ankee troops in the Shenandoah Valley, then
to move north and invade Maryland. If Early found the conditions right, Lee said, he was to take the war for
the first time into President Lincoln’s front yard. Also on Lee' s agenda: forcing the Y ankeesto release a
good number of troops from the stranglehold that Gen. U.S. Grant had built around Richmond.

Once manned by tens of thousands of experienced troops, Washington’sring of forts and fortifications that
day were in the hands of aragtag collection of walking wounded Union soldiers, the Veteran Reserve Corps,
along with what were known as hundred days’ men---raw recruits who had joined the Union Army to serve
as temporary, rear-echelon troops. It was with great shock, then, that the city received news of the impending
rebel attack. With near panic filling the streets, Union leaders scrambled to coordinate a force of volunteers.

But Early did not pull the trigger. Because his men were exhausted from the fight at Monocacy and the
ensuing march, Early paused before attacking the feebly manned Fort Stevens, giving Grant just enough time
to bring thousands of veteran troops up from Richmond. The men arrived at the eleventh hour, just as Early
was contemplating whether or not to move into Washington. No invasion was launched, but Early did
engage Union forces outside Fort Stevens. During the fighting, President Lincoln paid avisit to the fort,
becoming the only sitting president in American history to come under firein amilitary engagement.

Historian Marc Leepson shows that had Early arrived in Washington one day earlier, the ensuing havoc
easily could have brought about a different conclusion to the war. Leepson uses a vast amount of primary
material, including memoirs, official records, newspaper accounts, diary entries and eyewitness reportsin a
reader-friendly and engaging description of the events surrounding what became known as “the Battle That
Saved Washington.”
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From reader reviews:
Carlos White:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and natice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you that Desperate Engagement: How a Little-
Known Civil War Battle Saved Washington, D.C., and Changed American History book as basic and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Phillip Her zog:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get alife style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Desperate Engagement:
How aLittle-Known Civil War Battle Saved Washington, D.C., and Changed American History is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Martina White:

Desperate Engagement: How a Little-Known Civil War Battle Saved Washington, D.C., and Changed
American History can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his’her effort to
place every word into joy arrangement in writing Desperate Engagement: How a Little-Known Civil War
Battle Saved Washington, D.C., and Changed American History nevertheless doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Joseph Bateman:

In this era globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Desperate Engagement: How a Little-Known Civil War Battle Saved
Washington, D.C., and Changed American History this reserve consist alot of the information from the
condition of thisworld now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles



that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of you.
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