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In Becoming the People of the Talmud, Talya Fishman examines ways in which circumstances of
transmission have shaped the cultural meaning of Jewish traditions. Although the Talmud's preeminence in
Jewish study and its determining role in Jewish practice are generally taken for granted, Fishman contends
that these roles were not solidified until the late eleventh and early twelfth centuries. The inscription of
Talmud—which Sefardi Jews understand to have occurred quite early, and Ashkenazi Jews only
later—precipitated these developments. The encounter with Oral Torah as a written corpus was
transformative for both subcultures, and it shaped the roles that Talmud came to play in Jewish life.

What were the historical circumstances that led to the inscription of Oral Torah in medieval Europe? How
did this body of ancient rabbinic traditions, replete with legal controversies and nonlegal material, come to
be construed as areference work and prescriptive guide to Jewish life? Connecting insights from geonica,
medieval Jewish and Christian history, and orality-textuality studies, Becoming the People of the Talmud
reconstructs the process of cultural transformation that occurred once medieval Jews encountered the
Babylonian Talmud as a written text. According to Fishman, the ascription of greater authority to written text
was accompanied by changesin reading habits, compositional predilections, classroom practices, approaches
to adjudication, assessments of the past, and social hierarchies. She contends that certain medieval Jews were
aware of these changes: some noted that books had replaced teachers; others protested the el evation of
Tamud-centered erudition and casuistic virtuosity into standards of religious excellence, at the expense of
spiritual refinement. The book concludes with a consideration of Rhineland Pietism's emergence in this
context and suggests that two contemporaneous phenomena—the prominence of custom in medieval
Ashkenazi culture and the novel Christian attack on Tamud—were indirectly linked to the new eminence of
this written text in Jewish life.
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From reader reviews:
Cathy Thomas:

This Becoming the People of the Talmud: Oral Torah as Written Tradition in Medieval Jewish Cultures
(Jewish Culture and Contexts) usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why.
The reason of this Becoming the People of the Talmud: Oral Torah as Written Tradition in Medieval Jewish
Cultures (Jewish Culture and Contexts) can be among the great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your
before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Becoming the People of the Talmud:
Oral Torah as Written Tradition in Medieval Jewish Cultures (Jewish Culture and Contexts) forcing you to
have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day activity. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.

Mary Barrientes:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people lovesto go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, thiskind of us novel, comics,
along with soon. The Becoming the People of the Talmud: Oral Torah as Written Tradition in Medieval
Jewish Cultures (Jewish Culture and Contexts) provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

David Beall:

This Becoming the People of the Talmud: Oral Torah as Written Tradition in Medieval Jewish Cultures
(Jewish Culture and Contexts) is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information
sinceit relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or else
you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Becoming the People of the Talmud: Oral Torah as
Written Tradition in Medieval Jewish Cultures (Jewish Culture and Contexts) can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book contact form. People who
think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So thereisnot any in
reading areserve especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person.
So, don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Jason Cook:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that



little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous books that can
you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Becoming the People of the Talmud: Oral Torah as
Written Tradition in Medieval Jewish Cultures (Jewish Culture and Contexts).
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