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The portrayal of historical atrocity in fiction, film, and popular culture can reveal much about the function of
individual memory and the shifting status of national identity. In the context of Chinese culture, films such as
Hou Hsiao-hsien's City of Sadness and Lou Y e's Summer Palace and novels such as Y e Zhaoyan's Nanjing
1937: A Love Sory and Wang Xiaobo's The Golden Age collectively reimagine past horrors and give rise to
new historical narratives.

Michael Berry takes an innovative look at the representation of six specific historical traumasin modern
Chinese history: the Musha Incident (1930); the Rape of Nanjing (1937-38); the February 28 Incident
(1947); the Cultural Revolution (1966-76); Tiananmen Square (1989); and the Handover of Hong Kong
(1997). He identifies two primary modes of restaging historical violence: centripetal trauma, or violence
inflicted from the outside that inspires a reexamination of the Chinese nation, and centrifugal trauma, which,
originating from within, inspires traumatic narratives that are projected out onto atransnational vision of
global dreams and, sometimes, nightmares.

These modes alow Berry to connect portrayals of mass violence to ideas of modernity and the nation. He
also illuminates the relationship between historical atrocity on a national scale and the pain experienced by
the individual; the function of film and literature as historical testimony; the intersection between politics and
art, history and memory; and the particular advantages of modern media, which have found new means of
narrating the burden of historical violence.

As Chinese artists began to probe previously taboo aspects of their nation's history in the final decades of the
twentieth century, they created texts that prefigured, echoed, or subverted social, political, and cultural
trends. A History of Pain acknowledges the far-reaching influence of this art and addresses its profound role
in shaping the public imagination and conception-as well as misconception-of modern Chinese history.
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From reader reviews:
Raymond Harris:

The book A History of Pain: Traumain Modern Chinese Literature and Film (Global Chinese Culture) make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
reading abook A History of Pain: Traumain Modern Chinese Literature and Film (Globa Chinese Culture)
for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a
guide A History of Pain: Traumain Modern Chinese Literature and Film (Global Chinese Culture). Kinds of
book are alot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So, how do you think about
thisreserve?

Ann Tuttle

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be ainformation or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which isinside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take A History of Pain: Traumain Modern Chinese Literature
and Film (Global Chinese Culture) as the daily resource information.

Shawn Jones;

This book untitled A History of Pain: Traumain Modern Chinese Literature and Film (Global Chinese
Culture) to be one of several booksin which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read
this guide you can get alot of benefit init. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can
order it through online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-
book from your list.

Faye Michaels:

The actual book A History of Pain: Traumain Modern Chinese Literature and Film (Global Chinese Culture)
has alot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was
written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.
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