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African Americans have experienced life under the rule of law in quite different contexts from those of
whites, and they have written about those differences in poems, songs, stories, autobiographies, novels, and
memoirs. This book examines the tradition of American law asit appearsin African American literary life,
from pre-Revolutionary murder trials to gangsta rap. The experience, and the critique it produces, changes
our pictures of both American law and African American literature.

This study reads the aready canonical works of nineteenth- and twentieth-century black literature in the
context of their responses to and critiques of American legal history. At the sametime, it examineslittle
known texts of African American life, from the urban humor of James D. Corrothers, through the early
political essays of Chester Himes, to the adventures of black comic book heroes like Steel, Wise Son, and
Xero. These are contextualized within specific legislation and case law, from the slave laws of early Virginia
to the Civil Rights Act of 1964, from the case of Phillis and Mark in 1755 to the Simpson trials of the mid
1990s.

Finally, the legal texts presented are themselves critiqued by the fictions and legal analyses of the African
Americans who lived out their implications in their daily lives. Through a positing of the legal and cultural
concepts of privacy, property, identity, desire and citizenship, and the romantic ideals of authenticity, irony,
and innocence, Suggsis able to show how our understanding of American law should be influenced by
African American conceptions of it as depicted through literature.

This book will appeal to students and scholars of literary and cultural studies, law and literature, American
history, aswell asto scholars of African American literature and culture.

Jon-Christian Suggs is Professor of English, John Jay College, City University of New Y ork.
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From reader reviews:
Stephen Vancleave:

This Whispered Consolations: Law and Narrative in African American Life (Law, Meaning, And Violence)
book isnot really ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get datawhichis
getting deeper you read alot of information you will get. That Whispered Consolations: Law and Narrative
in African American Life (Law, Meaning, And Violence) without we understand teach the one who looking
at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Whispered Consolations: Law and Narrative
in African American Life (Law, Meaning, And Violence) can bring if you are and not make your tote space
or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Whispered Consolations: Law and Narrative in African American Life (Law, Meaning, And Violence)
having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Christy McCurry:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become alife style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want
experience happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the
Whispered Consolations: Law and Narrative in African American Life (Law, Meaning, And Violence) is
kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Joseph Singleton:

The book Whispered Consolations: Law and Narrative in African American Life (Law, Meaning, And
Violence) will bring one to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to clarify theideais
very unigue. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Whispered
Consolations: Law and Narrative in African American Life (Law, Meaning, And Violence) is much
recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

ElvisHarris:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Whispered Consolations: Law and Narrative in
African American Life (Law, Meaning, And Violence) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As
we know that book Whispered Consolations: Law and Narrative in African American Life (Law, Meaning,
And Violence) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private
eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to



like reading which.
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