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The Poet Laureate's clear and entertaining account of how poetry works.

"Poetry is a vocal, which is to say a bodily, art," Robert Pinsky declares in The Sounds of Poetry. "The
medium of poetry is the human body: the column of air inside the chest, shaped into signifying sounds in the
larynx and the mouth. In this sense, poetry is as physical or bodily an art as dancing."

As Poet Laureate, Pinsky is one of America's best spokesmen for poetry. In this fascinating book, he explains
how poets use the "technology" of poetry--its sounds--to create works of art that are "performed" in us when
we read them aloud.

He devotes brief, informative chapters to accent and duration, syntax and line, like and unlike sounds, blank
and free verse. He cites examples from the work of fifty different poets--from Shakespeare, Donne, and
Herbert to W. C. Williams, Frost, Elizabeth Bishop, C. K. Williams, Louise Glück, and Frank Bidart.

This ideal introductory volume belongs in the library of every poet and student of poetry.
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From reader reviews:

John Stanley:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book
eligible The Sounds of Poetry: A Brief Guide? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Eva Solares:

The book The Sounds of Poetry: A Brief Guide can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book The
Sounds of Poetry: A Brief Guide? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book
can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge
or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Sounds
of Poetry: A Brief Guide has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Louise Fulghum:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Sounds of Poetry: A Brief
Guide, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Sarah Luis:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Sounds of Poetry: A Brief Guide to
make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation
about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it.
Beside that the guide The Sounds of Poetry: A Brief Guide can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel
alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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