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As the army’s topographical engineer in California from 1849 to 1851, George Horatio Derby wrote detailed
reports on the region, its people, its resources, and its geography—providing critical information for an
understaffed military charged with bringing order to a vast new empire along the Pacific Slope. Early maps
and reports by pioneers, trappers, and newspapermen, even by such professionals as John C. Frémont and
William Emory, were limited in scope and often unreliable. In contrast, those authored by Derby and the
army’s other trained topographical engineers were remarkably accurate, extensive, and richly descriptive.
Long buried in the files of the National Archives, they have also remained largely unknown, even to
historians.

Collected and reproduced here for the first time, these journals and maps offer a new and unique perspective
on California in the mid-nineteenth century. Derby’s reports and journals appear alongside those of Robert
Stockton Williamson, William H. Warner, Edward O. C. Ord, Nathaniel Lyon, Henry Walton Wessells, and
Erasmus Darwin Keyes. These documents offer extraordinary firsthand views of the environment, natural
resources, geography, and early settlement, as well as the effects of disease on Native and white populations.
The writers’ detailed, often witty insights offer new understandings of life in California during an era of
momentous change.

Historian Gary Clayton Anderson and anthropologist Laura Lee Anderson provide historical, geographic,
and biographical context in the book’s introduction and in headnotes and annotations for each journal. With
these editorial enhancements, the documents reveal as much of the character of their authors and their time
as of the land and peoples they so carefully describe.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Arellano:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Army Surveys of Gold Rush California: Reports of
Topographical Engineers, 1849-1851.

Mary Andrade:

The book The Army Surveys of Gold Rush California: Reports of Topographical Engineers, 1849-1851 can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we
leave the best thing like a book The Army Surveys of Gold Rush California: Reports of Topographical
Engineers, 1849-1851? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Army
Surveys of Gold Rush California: Reports of Topographical Engineers, 1849-1851 has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start
and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Myrtle Anderson:

This The Army Surveys of Gold Rush California: Reports of Topographical Engineers, 1849-1851 book is
not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this
book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This The Army Surveys of Gold Rush California: Reports of
Topographical Engineers, 1849-1851 without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Army Surveys of Gold Rush California: Reports of
Topographical Engineers, 1849-1851 can bring once you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Army
Surveys of Gold Rush California: Reports of Topographical Engineers, 1849-1851 having excellent
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Kayla Wilson:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously



which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Army Surveys of Gold Rush California: Reports of
Topographical Engineers, 1849-1851 as your daily resource information.
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