Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic
Discour se of Spontaneous Creativity

Anne Del.ong

Read Online ©

Click hereif your download doesn"t start automatically



http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B00J972RT2
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B00J972RT2
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=B00J972RT2

Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic Discourse
of Spontaneous Creativity

Anne DelLong

Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic Discour se of Spontaneous Creativity Anne Del.ong
Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic Discourse of Spontaneous Creativity explores the
connections among the Romantic discourse of spontaneous literary creativity, the nineteenth-century cultural
practice of mesmerism, and the mythical Medusa as an icon of the gendered gaze. An analysis of Medusan
mesmerism in the poetry of Mary Robinson, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, Percy Bysshe Shelley and Letitia
Elizabeth Landon (L.E.L.) and the prose of Mary Shelley reveals that these Romantic-era writers equate the
enraptured state that produces spontaneous literary creation with the mesmeric trance. These writers employ
Medusan imagery to portray both the mesmerist and the mesmerized subject, a conflation of subject/object
positions that complicates issues of agency, subjectivity, and gender. Images of Medusan mesmerism
ultimately work to deconstruct Romantic ideological dichotomies of self/other, female/male, muse/artist, and
sublime/beautiful. In contrast to atraditional, masculinized Romantic discourse that emphasizes self-
possession, this study uncovers afeminized, improvisational, Romantic discourse, characterized “ Other-
possession,” an assumption of the mesmerized subject position that enhances subjective fluidity.

This study interrogates the Romantic discourse of spontaneous literary creativity through an examination of
Romantic poetry, prose, and theory that utilizes mesmeric and Medusan metaphors to suggest creative
inspiration. Building on recent scholarship about improvisational poetics, the subversive potential of
mesmerism, and Medusa as afeminist icon, this work suggests that the mesmeric Medusan muse not only
enables creativity for women writers but also provides a mirror in which they view (and through which they
give voice to) their own societal oppression. The mesmeric Medusan muse in Romantic-era literature—from
the Ancient Mariner and the Frankenstein monster to the tragic, abandoned Sapphic poetess—often
represents the face of oppression, an unwelcome and monstrous truth in nineteenth-century British society.
For women writersin particular, braving the stare of the Medusan muse enhances empathy, and therefore
inspiration and literary productivity.
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From reader reviews:
Elizabeth Brock:

Now aday folkswho Living in the erawherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse:
The Romantic Discourse of Spontaneous Creativity book because book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course theinfo in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Bonnie Boyd:

The knowledge that you get from Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic Discourse of
Spontaneous Creativity is amore deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more
you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Mesmerism, Medusa,
and the Muse: The Romantic Discourse of Spontaneous Creativity giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read it because
the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this kind of Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic
Discourse of Spontaneous Creativity instantly.

Jennifer Bryan:

Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic Discourse of Spontaneous Creativity can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. We al recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic Discourse of Spontaneous Creativity although
doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe
you can be one among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial

imagining.

Duane Zook:

In this particular erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have alook at some books.
One of many booksin the top listing in your reading list will be Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The
Romantic Discourse of Spontaneous Creativity. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you



closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Download and Read Online M esmerism, Medusa, and the Muse:
The Romantic Discour se of Spontaneous Creativity Anne Del.ong
#LITHZFGPRXB



Read Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic Discour se
of Spontaneous Creativity by Anne Del.ong for online ebook

Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic Discourse of Spontaneous Crestivity by Anne Del.ong
Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online
books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks
to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic
Discourse of Spontaneous Creativity by Anne Del.ong books to read online.

Online Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic Discour se of Spontaneous
Creativity by Anne Del ong ebook PDF download

Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic Discour se of Spontaneous Creativity by Anne
Del ong Doc

Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic Discour se of Spontaneous Cr eativity by Anne Del. ong M obipocket
Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic Discour se of Spontaneous Creativity by Anne Del. ong EPub
Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic Discour se of Spontaneous Creativity by Anne Del. ong Ebook online

Mesmerism, Medusa, and the Muse: The Romantic Discour se of Spontaneous Creativity by Anne Del. ong Ebook PDF



