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The description 'definitive' istoo easily used, but Donald Rayfield's biography of Chekhov merits it
unhesitatingly. To quote no less an authority than Michael Frayn:

'With gquestion the definitive biography of Chekhov, and likely to remain so for avery long time to come.
Donald Rayfield starts with the huge advantage of much new material that was prudishly suppressed under
the Soviet regime, or tactfully ignored by scholars. But his mastery of all the evidence, both old and new - a
massive archive - is magisterial, his background knowledge of the period is huge; his Russian is sensitive to
every collogquial nuance of the day, and histone is sure. He captures a likeness of the notoriously elusive
Chekhov which at last begins to seem recognisably human - and even more extraordinary.'

Chekhov's life was short, he was only forty-four when he died, and dogged with ill-health but his plays and
short stories assure him of his place in the literary pantheon. Here is a biography that does him full justice, in
short, unapologetically to repeat that word 'definitive'.

'l don't remember any monograph by a Western scholar on a Russian author having such success. . . Nikita
Mikhalkov said that before this book came out we didn't know Chekhov. . . The author doesn't invent, add or
embellish anything . . . Rayfield is motivated by the Westerner's urge not ot hold information back, however
grim it may be." Anatoli Smelianski, Director of Moscow Arts Theatre School

It is hard to imagine another book about Chekhov after this one by Donald Rayfield." Arthur Miller, Sunday
Times

'Donald Rayfield's exemplary biography draws on adaunting array of material inacessible or ignored by his
predecessors.’ Nikolai Tolstoy, The Literary Review

'Donald Rayfield, Chekhov's best and definitive biographer.' William Boyd, Guardian
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From reader reviews:
Meéelanie Tuck:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Anton Chekhov: A Life.

Ronald Walker:

The book Anton Chekhov: A Life can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why must we leave a good thing like abook Anton Chekhov: A Life? Several of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Anton Chekhov: A Life has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and massive function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by available and read a book. So it
isvery wonderful.

Cory Marshall:

Here thing why this Anton Chekhov: A Life are different and reliable to be yours. First of al reading through
abook isgood but it really dependsin the content of it which isthe content is as scrumptious as food or not.
Anton Chekhov: A Life giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no e-book that similar with Anton Chekhov: A Life. It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train.
For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Anton Chekhov: A
Lifein e-book can be your substitute.

Teresa Dawkins;

Beside that Anton Chekhov: A Lifein your phone, it could possibly give you away to get more close to the
new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Anton
Chekhov: A Life because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you
would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want
to missthat? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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