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Bike messengers are familiar figures in the downtown cores of major cities. Tasked with delivering time-
sensitive materials within, at most, a few hours-and sometimes in as little as fifteen minutes-these couriers
ride in all types of weather, weave in and out of dense traffic, dodging (or sometimes failing to dodge) taxis
and pedestrians alike in order to meet their clients' tight deadlines. Riding through midtown traffic at
breakneck speeds is dangerous work, and most riders do it for very little pay and few benefits. As the courier
industry has felt the pressures of first fax machines, then e-mails, and finally increased opportunities for
electronic filing of legal "paperwork," many of those who remain in the business are devoted to their job. For
these couriers, messengering is the foundation for an all-encompassing lifestyle, an essential part of their
identity. In Urban Flow, Jeffrey L. Kidder (a sociologist who spent several years working as a bike
messenger) introduces readers to this fascinating subculture, exploring its appeal as well as its uncertainties
and dangers.

Through interviews with and observation of messengers at work and play, Kidder shows how many become
acclimated to the fast-paced, death-defying nature of the job, often continuing to ride with the same sense of
purpose off the clock. In chaotic bike races called alleycats, messengers careen through the city in hopes of
beating their peers to the finish line. Some messengers travel the world to take part in these events, and the
top prizes are often little more than bragging rights. Taken together, the occupation and the messengers'
after-hours pursuits highlight a creative subculture inextricably linked to the urban environment. The work of
bike messengers is intense and physically difficult. It requires split-second reflexes, an intimate knowledge
of street maps and traffic patterns, and a significant measure of courage in the face of both bodily harm and
job insecurity. In Urban Flow, Kidder gives readers a rare opportunity to catch more than a fleeting glimpse
of these habitués of city streets.
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Winn:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Urban Flow: Bike
Messengers and the City to read.

John Frank:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Urban Flow: Bike
Messengers and the City book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Laura Dumas:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the e-book untitled Urban Flow: Bike Messengers and the City can be good book to read. May
be it might be best activity to you.

Catherine Lyons:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Urban Flow: Bike Messengers
and the City can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the
others?
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