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 Raymond Chandler never wrote a memoir or autobiography. The closest he came to writing either was
in—and around—his novels, shorts stories, and letters. There have been books that describe and evaluate
Chandler’s life, but to find out what he himself felt about his life and work, Barry Day, editor of The Letters
of Noël Coward (“There is much to dazzle here in just the way we expect . . . the book is meticulous, artfully
structured—splendid” —Daniel Mendelsohn; The New York Review of Books), has cannily, deftly chosen
from Chandler’s writing, as well as the many interviews he gave over the years as he achieved cult status, to
weave together an illuminating narrative that reveals the man, the work, the worlds he created.

Using Chandler’s own words as well as Day’s text, here is the life of “the man with no home,” a man
precariously balanced between his classical English education with its immutable values and that of a fast-
evolving America during the years before the Great War, and the changing vernacular of the cultural psyche
that resulted. Chandler makes clear what it is to be a writer, and in particular what it is to be a writer of
“hardboiled” fiction in what was for him “another language.” Along the way, he discusses the work of his
contemporaries: Dashiell Hammett, James M. Cain, Hemingway, Fitzgerald, Agatha Christie, W. Somerset
Maugham, and others (“I wish,” said Chandler, “I had one of those facile plotting brains, like Erle Gardner”).

Here is Chandler’s Los Angeles (“There is a touch of the desert about everything in California,” he said,
“and about the minds of the people who live here”), a city he adopted and that adopted him in the post-World
War I period . . . Here is his Hollywood (“Anyone who doesn’t like Hollywood,” he said, “is either crazy or
sober”) . . . He recounts his own (rocky) experiences working in the town with Billy Wilder, Howard Hawks,
Alfred Hitchcock, and others. . .We see Chandler’s alter ego, Philip Marlowe, private eye, the incorruptible
knight with little armor who walks the “mean streets” in a world not made for knights (“If I had ever an
opportunity of selecting the movie actor who would best represent Marlowe to my mind, I think it would
have been Cary Grant.”) . . . Here is Chandler on drinking (his life in the end was in a race with
alcohol—and loneliness) .  .  . and here are Chandler’s women—the Little Sisters, the “dames” in his fiction,
and in his life (on writing The Long Goodbye, Chandler said, “I watched my wife die by half inches and I
wrote the best book in my agony of that knowledge . . . I was as hollow as the places between the stars.”
After her death Chandler led what he called a “posthumous life” writing fiction, but more often than not, his
writing life was made up of letters written to women he barely knew.)

Interwoven throughout the text are more than one hundred pictures that reveal the psyche and world of
Raymond Chandler. “I have lived my whole life on the edge of nothing,” he wrote.  In his own words, and
with Barry Day’s commentary, we see the shape this took and the way it informed the man and his
extraordinary work.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Gerardo Whittaker:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled The World of Raymond Chandler: In His Own Words (Vintage
Crime/Black Lizard). Try to face the book The World of Raymond Chandler: In His Own Words (Vintage
Crime/Black Lizard) as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Deborah Lake:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
reserve. The book The World of Raymond Chandler: In His Own Words (Vintage Crime/Black Lizard) it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Carolyn Brown:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
The World of Raymond Chandler: In His Own Words (Vintage Crime/Black Lizard) your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one application
form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The The World of Raymond
Chandler: In His Own Words (Vintage Crime/Black Lizard) giving you one more experience more than
blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life within this era. So now let us teach
you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

James Floyd:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The World of Raymond Chandler: In His Own
Words (Vintage Crime/Black Lizard) can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this



one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We
should have The World of Raymond Chandler: In His Own Words (Vintage Crime/Black Lizard).
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