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The Apostolic Fathers is a collection of early Christian writings from the late first and early second centuries,
traditionally considered to have been written by those connected with the Apostles, and therefore reflecting
authentic Apostolic teaching. These writings include 1 Clement, 2 Clement, Ignatius, Polycarp, Didache,
Barnabas, Papias, Hermas, Martyrdom of Polycarp, Diognetus, and Quadratus.  Considering their historical
context, the Apostolic Fathers bear directly on the study of the New Testament, the development of the early
Church, and the history of Christian theology.

The Apostolic Fathers: An Essential Guide will explain the nature of the collected writings as they stand
between the world of the New Testament and later Christian writers, focusing upon what the texts say about
ancient Christian thinkers, early church developments, and the evolution of theological ideas prior to the
great ecumenical councils.Chapter Outline:*Chapter 1: The Collected Writings*Chapter 2: People and
Places*Chapter 3: Connections to Scripture*Chapter 4: Theological Ideas*Chapter 5: Structures of the
Ancient Church *Chapter 6: Roots of the Patristic Tradition

Here is a long awaited volume that treats in a concise and readable format a body of literature too often
neglected, but absolutely essential to our understanding of Christian origins. Clayton Jefford brings unrivaled
expertise to this task and serves as a sensitive and insightful guide to these texts, offering an introduction that
will serve the needs of the beginning student and the seasoned expert alike.  It is sure to be at the top of the
reading list for anyone interested in this important topic.

Stephen J. Patterson

Eden Theological Seminary

St. Louis

“The author’s goal—a simple and sensible first introduction to the ideas and beliefs of the Apostolic
Fathers—is fully realized as he organizes his survey of these intriguing ancient Christian writers according to
topics—including scripture, theology, and church structure—of continuing contemporary interest. A reliable
guide for students and study groups.”

 



Michael Holmes

Bethel University

St. Paul, Minnesota

Clayton N. Jefford is Professor of Scripture at Saint Meinrad School of Theolgy and is the Secretary-
Treasurer of the North American Patristics Society. He has written and edited six volumes and is best known
for his research in the fields of the Didache and the Apostolic Fathers.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Logan:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question
mainly because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific The Apostolic Fathers: An
Essential Guide (Abingdon Essential Guides) to read.

Rosalyn Kendall:

This The Apostolic Fathers: An Essential Guide (Abingdon Essential Guides) is great e-book for you
because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it
only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having The Apostolic Fathers: An Essential Guide (Abingdon Essential Guides) in your hand like finding
the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten
or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful
do you still doubt that will?

Vicky Penn:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book The Apostolic Fathers: An Essential Guide (Abingdon Essential Guides) we can get
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this
book The Apostolic Fathers: An Essential Guide (Abingdon Essential Guides). You can more desirable than
now.

Joshua Atkins:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. On this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for



the The Apostolic Fathers: An Essential Guide (Abingdon Essential Guides) when you essential it?
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