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The epic clash of an Irish-American, Italian, and Onondaga-Canadian that jump-started the first
marathon mania and heralded the modern age in sports

The eyes of the world watched as three runners—dirt poor Johnny Hayes, who used to run barefoot through
the streets of New York City; candymaker Dorando Pietri; and the famed Tom Longboat—converged for an
epic battle at the 1908 London Olympics. The incredible finish was contested the world over when Pietri,
who initially ran the wrong way upon entering the stadium at Shepherd's Bush, finished first but was
disqualified for receiving aid from officials after collapsing just shy of the finish line, thus giving the title to
runner-up Hayes. In the midst of anti-American sentiment, Queen Alexandra awarded a special cup to Pietri,
who became an international celebrity and inspired one of Irving Berlin's first songs. In Showdown at
Shepherd's Bush, David Davis recalls a time when runners braved injurious roads with slips of leather for
shoes and when marathon mania became a worldwide obsession. Standing next to Cait Murphy's Crazy '08
as an invaluable look at a bygone sporting era, Showdown at Shepherd's Bush is a dramatic narrative aimed
at the recordsetting number of marathon participants in the United States (more than 500,000 in 2010!) and
other running enthusiasts, and timed nicely for the return of the Olympics to London in 2012.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Qualls:

This Showdown at Shepherd's Bush: The 1908 Olympic Marathon and the Three Runners Who Launched a
Sporting Craze book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
get by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Showdown at Shepherd's
Bush: The 1908 Olympic Marathon and the Three Runners Who Launched a Sporting Craze without we
comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry Showdown at Shepherd's Bush: The 1908 Olympic Marathon and the Three Runners Who Launched a
Sporting Craze can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Showdown at Shepherd's Bush: The 1908 Olympic
Marathon and the Three Runners Who Launched a Sporting Craze having fine arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Arthur Furr:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Showdown at Shepherd's Bush: The 1908 Olympic Marathon and
the Three Runners Who Launched a Sporting Craze book is readable through you who hate those straight
word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Showdown at Shepherd's Bush: The 1908
Olympic Marathon and the Three Runners Who Launched a Sporting Craze content conveys prospect easily
to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by
means of it. So , do you still thinking Showdown at Shepherd's Bush: The 1908 Olympic Marathon and the
Three Runners Who Launched a Sporting Craze is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Alva Sexton:

This Showdown at Shepherd's Bush: The 1908 Olympic Marathon and the Three Runners Who Launched a
Sporting Craze is great book for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always
deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great
organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can
have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Showdown at Shepherd's Bush: The 1908 Olympic
Marathon and the Three Runners Who Launched a Sporting Craze in your hand like finding the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr.
and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?



Jennifer Stanley:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Showdown at Shepherd's Bush: The 1908
Olympic Marathon and the Three Runners Who Launched a Sporting Craze can be the reply, oh how comes?
The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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