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Presents the early published writings of the distinguished political philosopher Leo Strauss, available here
for thefirst timein English. “ Zank places at the reader’ s disposal the young Strauss' s passionate advocacy
of political Zionism and his early confrontations with Spinoza, consideration of whom helped lead Strauss to
formulate his teaching on ‘the quarrel between the ancients and the moderns.”” — National Review

This tranglation of eighteen virtually unknown early publications provides access for the first time to the
origins of Leo Strauss s thought in the intellectual life of the German Jewish ‘renaissance’ in the 1920s.
Themes range from the Enlightenment critique of the religion of Spinoza and the anti-critique of Jacobi, to
the political Zionism of Herzl and the cultura Zionism of Buber and Ahad Ha' am. The essays and reviews
reprinted in this volume document a youth caught in the “theol ogical-political” conflict between the
irretrievability of premodern religion and the disenchantedness of “honest” atheism, an impossible
alternative that precipitated Strauss to seek out the possibility of areturn to the level of natural ignorance
presupposed in Socratic political philosophy.

“Thisis awelcome collection of short writings of Leo Strauss ... Each of these essays contains intimations of
the brilliance that Straussisto show all through hiswritings.” — Review of Metaphysics

“Zank places at the reader’ s disposal the young Strauss' s passionate advocacy of political Zionism and his
early confrontations with Spinoza, consideration of whom helped |ead Strauss to formulate his teaching on
‘the quarrel between the ancients and the moderns.’” — National Review

“To understand Leo Strauss, one has to see him in his original background: Germany of the 1920s. Michael
Zank’ strandation and introduction enable us to reconstruct his background: a young Jewish philosopher,
influenced by Cohen and by Heidegger, between orthodoxy, Zionism, and atheism. The book helps usto
make sense of the young Strauss—and possibly of the whole Strauss.” — Rémi Brague, University Paris

“In recent years, interest in the thought and writings of Leo Strauss has increased dramatically, both in the
United States and abroad. This valuable contribution toward our understanding of Strauss brings to our
attention little-known writings from his youth. The editor’s contribution is thorough, lucid, and thought-
provoking.” — Stanley Rosen, Boston University

“Readers interested in Strauss' s thought and development, in the turmoil of German Jewry in the period
following the first World War, in political Zionism, and in ‘religious philosophy’ generally, will find very
much material here for study and contemplation. The collection and presentation are praiseworthy and
should be eagerly received.” — Ralph Lerner, The University of Chicago

Michael Zank is Assistant Professor of Religion at Boston University. Heis the author of The Idea of
Atonement in the Philosophy of Hermann Cohen.
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From reader reviews:
Wayne Ross:

Now aday those who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Leo Strauss: The Early Writings (1921-
1932) (SUNY seriesin the Jewish Writings of Leo Strauss) book because this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Julius M ontanez:

The experience that you get from Leo Strauss: The Early Writings (1921-1932) (SUNY seriesin the Jewish
Writings of Leo Strauss) is the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you
get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Leo Strauss. The
Early Writings (1921-1932) (SUNY seriesin the Jewish Writings of Leo Strauss) giving you joy feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read that
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We advise you for having this specific Leo Strauss: The Early Writings (1921-1932) (SUNY seriesin the
Jewish Writings of Leo Strauss) instantly.

Dixie Love:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Leo Strauss: The Early Writings (1921-1932) (SUNY series
in the Jewish Writings of Leo Strauss) can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

L eonard Santiago:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication Leo Strauss: The Early Writings (1921-1932) (SUNY seriesin the Jewish
Writings of Leo Strauss) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge
about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If



you know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike
today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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