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People may choose to ignore their animal heritage by interpreting their behavior as divinely inspired, socially
purposeful, or even self-serving, all of which they attribute to being human, but they masticate, fornicate, and
procreate, much as chimps and apes do, so they should have little cause to get upset if they learn that they act
like other primates when they politically agitate, debate, abdicate, placate, and administrate, too." -- from the
book King of the Mountain presents the startling findings of Arnold M. Ludwig's eighteen-year investigation
into why people want to rule. The answer may seem obvious -- power, privilege, and perks -- but any
adequate answer also needs to explain why so many rulers cling to power even when they are miserable, trust
nobody, feel besieged, and face almost certain death. Ludwig's results suggest that leaders of nations tend to
act remarkably like monkeys and apes in the way they come to power, govern, and rule. Profiling every ruler
of a recognized country in the twentieth century -- over 1,900 people in all, Ludwig establishes how rulers
came to power, how they lost power, the dangers they faced, and the odds of their being assassinated,
committing suicide, or dying a natural death. Then, concentrating on a smaller sub-set of 377 rulers for
whom more extensive personal information was available, he compares six different kinds of leaders,
examining their characteristics, their childhoods, and their mental stability or instability to identify the main
predictors of later political success. Ludwig's penetrating observations, though presented in a lighthearted
and entertaining way, offer important insight into why humans have engaged in war throughout recorded
history as well as suggesting how they might live together in peace.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Custer:

This King of the Mountain: The Nature of Political Leadership is great reserve for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
This specific book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having King of the Mountain: The Nature of Political Leadership in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute
right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you
still doubt that?

Richard Delarosa:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
King of the Mountain: The Nature of Political Leadership will give you new experience in studying a book.

Alex Estepp:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This King of the Mountain: The Nature of Political
Leadership can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have factor
that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize,
by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have King
of the Mountain: The Nature of Political Leadership.

Arthur Fabry:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled
update of news. In this particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for
an individual. From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference
book, book and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time
to open your book? Or just searching for the King of the Mountain: The Nature of Political Leadership when
you desired it?
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