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The lush, sun-drenched vineyards of California evoke aromantic, agrarian image of winemaking, though in
reality the industry reflects American agribusiness at its most successful. Nonetheless, as author Erica
Hannickel shows, this fantasy is deeply rooted in the history of grape cultivation in America. Empire of
Vines traces the development of wine culture as grape growing expanded from New Y ork to the Midwest
before gaining ascendancy in California—a progression that illustrates viticulture's centrality to the
nineteenth-century American projects of national expansion and the formation of a national culture.

Empire of Vines details the ways woul d-be gentleman farmers, ambitious speculators, horticulturalists, and
writers of all kinds deployed the animating myths of American wine culture, including the classical myth of
Bacchus, the cult of terroir, and the fantasy of pastoral republicanism. Promoted by figures as varied as
horticulturalist Andrew Jackson Downing, novelist Charles Chesnuitt, railroad baron Leland Stanford, and
Cincinnati land speculator Nicholas Longworth (known as the father of American wine), these myths
naturalized claimsto land for grape cultivation and legitimated national expansion. Vineyards were
simultaneoudly lush and controlled, bearing fruit at once culturally refined and naturally robust, laying claim
to both earthy authenticity and socia pedigree. The history of wine culture thus reveals nineteenth-century
Americans fascination with the relationship between nature and culture.
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From reader reviews:
Rosalyn Kendall:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erathat is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will prabably update themselves by reading books. It isagood choice for you but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Empire of Vines: Wine Culturein
America (Nature and Culture in America) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Ben Hernandez;

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Empire of Vines:
Wine Culture in America (Nature and Culture in America) suitable to you? The particular book was written
by popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled Empire of Vines: Wine Culture in America (Nature
and Culture in America)is the main one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you agreat deal of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Jack Nguyen:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Empire of
Vines: Wine Culture in America (Nature and Culture in America) the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get prior to. The Empire of Vines: Wine Culture in America (Nature and Culturein
America) giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
details for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Titus Johnson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book iswritten or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In this modern
eralike currently, many waysto get information are available for anyone. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. Y ou can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Empire of Vines: Wine Culture in America (Nature and Culture in America) when you necessary it?
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