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"Disknowledge": knowing something isn't true, but believing it anyway. In Disknowledge: Literature,
Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in Renaissance England, Katherine Eggert explores the crumbling state
of learning in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Even as the shortcomings of Renaissance humanism
became plain to see, many intellectuals of the age had little choice but to treat their familiar knowledge
systems as though they still held. Humanism thus came to share the status of alchemy: away of thinking
simultaneoudly productive and suspect, reasonable and wrongheaded.

Eggert argues that English writers used alchemy to signal how to avoid or camouflage pressing but
discomfiting topicsin an age of rapid intellectual change. Disknowl edge describes how John Donne, George
Herbert, Henry Vaughan, John Dee, Christopher Marlowe, William Harvey, Helkiah Crooke, Edmund
Spenser, and William Shakespeare used alchemical imagery, rhetoric, and habits of thought to shunt aside
three difficult questions. how theories of matter shared their physics with Roman Catholic transubstantiation;
how Christian Hermeticism depended on Jewish Kabbalah; and how new anatomical |earning acknowledged
women's role in human reproduction. Disknowledge further shows how Shakespeare, Ben Jonson, and
Margaret Cavendish used the language of alchemy to castigate humanism for its blind spots and to invent a
new, posthumanist mode of knowledge: writing fiction.

Covering awide range of authors and topics, Disknowledge is the first book to analyze how English
Renaissance literature employed alchemy to probe the nature and limits of learning. The concept of
disknowledge—willfully adhering to something we know is wrong—resonates across literary and cultural
studies as an urgent issue of our own era.
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From reader reviews:
Troy Riley:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take awalk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Disknowledge:
Literature, Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in Renaissance England? Maybe it is to be best activity for
you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Noel Klein:

Here thing why this particular Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in
Renaissance England are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however
it dependsin the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Disknowledge:
Literature, Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in Renaissance England giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Disknowledge:
Literature, Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in Renaissance England. It gives you thrill reading through
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your
means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of
Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in Renaissance England in e-book can be
your substitute.

Jennifer Chambers:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. Y ou can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirementsis Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy, and the End of Humanism in
Renaissance England this publication consist alot of the information of the condition of this world now. That
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect stylesthat writer requireto explainitis
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book
suited all of you.

Kelly Breedlove:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV al day long. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, think
reading abook can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you can have the



e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Disknowledge: Literature, Alchemy, and the

End of Humanism in Renaissance England which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.
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